FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1168403-1 


Total 

Deleted 

Page 

(S) = 

Page 

9 ~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C ; 


Page 

21 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

22 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

23 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

25 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

26 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

27 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

28 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

29 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

30 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

31 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

32 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

33 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

34 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

35 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

36 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

37 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

38 

- 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

39 

- 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

40 

- 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

41 

- 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

42 

- 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

43 

- 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

44 

- 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

45 

- 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 

b7D; 

Page 

46 

~ 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

47 

- 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

48 

- 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 


Page 

49 

- 

b 6 ; 

b7C; 



Page 113 ~ Referral/Direct; 

Page 114 ~ Referral/Direct; 

Page 115 ~ Referral/Direct; 

Page 116 ~ Referral/Direct; 

Page 117 ~ Referral/Direct; 

Page 118 ~ Referral/Direct; 

Page 119 ~ Referral/Direct; 

Page 120 ~ Referral/Direct; 

Page 178 ~ Duplicate - 9-A-MP-29834 -6 / FDPS page 76; 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X Deleted Page(s) X 

X No Duplication Fee X 

X For this Page X 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 













FD-340b (Rev. 4-2-85) 




M — ' 1 '■ 


Field File No, 

Serial # of Originating Document 

00 and File No. 

Date Received 

From ' 


(NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR) 


(ADDRESS OF CONTRIBUTOR) 


bm 


To Be Return 6(^5 YeS pfto Receipt Given □ Yes □ No 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to 
Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
□ Yes p No 

Title: / 

\f /fN 6l P /Q0 


Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description: 


it' 


Original notes re interview of 


X r T TUT XT n *n wr HPT ATT fniTTM'ITfl', 

AL L iMr uRrIAi XOM L-LJIy I AXrjfc,P 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 04-11-2012 BY 60324 uc baw/sab/lsg ' 





\; 


b6 

b7C 


/ 


i 


(ASrtrwecJ <f/ 







V 




“ 

ALL BIFOPJHATIOI CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 04-11-2012 BY 60324 uc baw/sab/lsg 

\/i~f?-T*- /k^du^-^ 7 ' 

, fa tf-J 

/ , 


1 fa 




fa *&6 /?/? & 



» / ✓ >» 




Z//£ 



A/f&f farZ<Jl£~^Z -JpO*'* 
Lc?P P/^> 


?f 


/Am A o/ej^A^ 'A 











FD*340b (RW. 4*2-85) 

FMdFMNS. — — 

Serial # of Originating Document 

00 and Fito No. i 

Data Received __ 

Pnm 

r,0 " , 1 (NAMEOFCONTHBUTOBl”" 

1 " (MionessoFComHQimxD' 


To Bo Returned □ Yes BfNo Receipt Given □ Yea EJ 


Grand Jury Materfed * Disseminate Only Pursuant to 
Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
□ Yes □ No 

ro eP jj/tC > 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 04-11-2012 BY 60324 uc 



b6 

b7C 


Reference; 


*1(5555 5 5355 ewganoB ga^ 


DesGriptRmF 


Original notes re Interview of 






'Zfc* - rj^ 

7"2? Ss^/tT^ . ^<SJ./? Z &''SV .. .. , 


l/y?^ ^ *=£ y 

V ^ y //^ < 2 .^ j$^s£_ 




4 £c^/^ CM&Jj^Z ^/~2? 





l 


- , . _. /Af^a pUf&y^&zs- _ - 

-<*£?_ .. /~~~y? ■^ s 7/' ^ .{^t#2y *. 7 4^ ^ '■/^ 





UJ { Y& APoi/c (/J ( 

<?^c/ • 

/2f o ^^7- yv^yvy /2>jn. X^T 











FD-34i8b (Rev. 4-2-85) 


Field File No. 

Serial # of Originating Document 
00 and File Mo. QJLJjB. ~J1 
Date Received 



Reference: 

(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description: □ Original notes re interview of 






Method of Mailing 

^^Registered □ Special Delivery 

□ Airmail □ Airmail Special Delivery 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERE 1ST IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 04-11-2012 BY 60324 uc baw/sab/lscr ^ / 




•1 




FD-340 (Rev. 4-2-85) 


ALL INFOPEATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 04-11-2012 BY 60324 uc baJtsab/lsg 


Field File No. 


■-/ f/^- 


Serial # of Originating Document 
00 and File No. 


Date Received 
From 


(Name of Contributor) 
(Address of Contributor)- 


m ■ .» 



s 


To Be Returned □ Yes □ No Receipt Given □ Yes □ No 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure □ Yes □ No 


Title: 


. i 


Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description: □ Original notes re interview of 








ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 06-05-2012 BT 60324 nc banr/sab/lsg 





ALL 1NFOPHATIOI COHTAEBED 

HEREIN IS UKf C L A5 S I FIED 

DATE 04-11-2012 BY 60324 uc bra/sab/lsg 


PAGE 11R 


4 J 1 

INITIAL THE LINE BEFORE EACH ITEM Td SHOW THAT THESE STATEMENTS ARE TRUE AND 
THAT YOU UNDERSTAND THEM 

/ i. | anc | all other persons living in my home are citizens of the United States or aliens legally residing in the UniH states. 

2 . I am living or plan to live in Wisconsin. 

3. iKave received (check the boxes for those things you have received): 

|j a. The Instruction Sheet for the Application Form, 
y b. The Family Planning Offer Form • ~ ' 

0 c. Information on Early, Periodic Screening. Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) 

[MM) Verbally i . _ 

f \ 0 2) Printed in:' Q English, □ Spanish. U Vietnamese. LI Braille 

mi A “Rights and Responsibilities” pamphlet. 

A Change Report for reporting changes in income, assets, or circumstances of my case; I know I may also contact my 
worker by phone or in person about any change. 

□ f. A Notice of Assignment of Child Support, Maintenance, and Medical Support. 

4 I understand that, by signing this form, I have registered myself and all persons included in my AFDC group at the time of ap- 
' plication or added to the AFDC group at a later date with the Wisconsin Employment Opportunities Program fWEOP). 
i/ ~ 5. | understand that anyone in the AFDC group who is required by state and federal law to participate in WEOP will be referred 
to a WEOP office, if available. Anyone in my AFDC group Who is excused by state or federal law from participation in WEOP 

will not be referred to a WEOP office. . 

l/^ 6. I understand that anyone in my AFDC group may volunteer to participate in WEOP. . 

t/* * 7. | understand that the Department of Health and Social Services will notify me by mail if anyone in my AFDC group is referred 
/■ to a WEOR.agency for participation in the program. 

1/ 8. I understand that if anyone required to participate in WEOP fails to do so, the. amount of the AFDC grant or eligibility fo 
AFDC may be affected. I can refer to the “Rights and Responsibilities" pamphlet I received for information on the penalty or 

non-participation. , . . 

9. | understand that information available through the income and eligibility verification system will be requested using my 
Social Security Number (SSN) or the SSN of persons in my household. Agencies that will be contacted include: The Social 
Security Administration, unemployment compensation agencies, state wage information collection agencies, and federal 
and state internal revenue service agencies. The information will be used and may be verified through collateral contact 
when discrepancies, are found by the agency and the information may affect my household's eligibility and amount of 

l/ m | understand the need for and agree to let the agency know of any changes in my family income or resources within 10 days 
and to report within 10 days any change in family conditions that might affect my eligibility. I also understand that failure to 

S do so may subject me to prosecution for fraud. 

1 / ii | understand that if I am not satisfied with the action taken on my application, I have the right to a Fair Hearing. I understand 
I can ask for a Fair Hearing by getting in touch with the county office where I applied or by writing to: Wisconsin Department . 
of Health and Social Services, Office of Administrative Hearings, Box 7875, Madison, Wl 53707. 
y _ ip | understand that as a condition of eligibility for AFDC and Medical Assistance I must report to the agency any third party 
y who may be liable to pay for medical care for me and my family and cooperate by giving information as requested. 

V |3. | certify, under penalty of perjury, that the information on this application and given in connection w.th it is a true and com- 
plete statement of facts according to my best knowledge and belief. I also understand that I may be asked to provide proof 
of any information given on this application form and that giving false information may subject me to prosecution for fraud. 
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© SENDER: Complete items 1 and 2 when additional services are desired, and complete items 3 
and 4. ^ ^ 

Put ydEPTfTddfess in the "RETURN TO" Space on the reverse side. Failure to do this wIH prevent this 
card from^bein’g returned to you. The return receipt fee will provide you the name of the person 
delivered^ and the date of delivery . For additional fees^the following services are available. Consult 
postmastas-foMees and check box(es) for additional sen/lce(sl requested. 

1. □ SilOM/ tcuwhom delivered, date, and addressee's add ress^ 2. □ Restricted Delivery 


^ \ (Extra charge)! 


3. Article«fcddFessed to: 

Crosse PM* 

£* C/oss-*- 56. 

Or* s s f US' ( 


t (Extra charge )\ 



J^Registered □ Insured 

□ Certified □ COD 

D Express Mail 


5. Signature - Aririms 
X 

6. Signature — Agent 

X 

7. Date of Delivery 




Always obtain signature of addressee^ / C 
or agent and DATE DELIVERED . | 


8. Addressee's Address (ONLY if 
requested and fee paid) 
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DOMESTIC RETURN RECEIPT 





UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


SENDER INSTRUCTIONS 

Print your name, address, and ZIP 

Code in the space below. 

• Complete items 1, 2, 3, and 4 on 
the reverse. 

• Attach to front of article if space 
permits, otherwise affix to back 
of article. 

• Endorse article "Return Receipt 
Requested" adjacent to number. 



PENALTY FOR PRIVATE 
USE, $300 


RETURN 


Print Sender's name, address, and ZIP Code in the space below. 

SAC, PBi 

P.O. BOX 2058 

MILWAUKEE, Wt 53201 
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PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 10/25/89 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTN: . CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE 

DIVISION, SSA MONTGOMERY) 

FROM: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (9A-MP-29834) 

SUBJECT: VANG PAO; 


EXTORTION 

00: MINNEAPOLIS 


VICTIM? 


Re facsimile from the Bureau to Minneapolis dated 
9/25/89? facsimile fr om Minneapol is to the Bureau dated 9/26/89? 
and telcalls from SSA I I to the Minneapolis Division on 

9/25/89 and 9/26/89. 1 1 


one cot 


Enclosed for Los 


/aukee, and Sac 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


For the information of all receiving offices, between 
June and November of 1988, the Minneapolis Division conducted an 
investigation into the activities of General VANG PAO after it 
had received allegations that the General was shaking down Hmong 
refugees for contributions to a suspect liberation movement in . 
Laos. General VANG PAO was a Hmong military leader in Laos 'prior 
to 1975 and acted in the battle against the Communist Vietminh 
and Pathet Lao. Various sources have mentioned an affiliation 
between General VANG PAO and the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) . This information has not been confirmed. Information 
received in June of 1988 indicated that various Hmong individuals 
associated with VANG PAO were soliciting cash contributions from 


3 - Bureau 

2 - Los Angeles (Encs. 2) 
2 - Milwaukee (Encs. 2) 

2 - Sacramento (Encs. 2) 
(*2*>- Minneapolis 
ALN:llm aA . , 

(IT) 


9ft 9 K3 V- 


b6 

' b7C 

C . j 


Approved: 


Transmitted 


(Number) (Time) 


0K< 



MP 9A-MP-29834 





Hmong families, and would then, with considerable amount of cash, 
fly to Santa Ana, California, to turn these funds over to VANG 
PAO. VANG PAO was alleged to launder these funds through the 
United Lao National Liberation Front, which is known as the Neo 
Horn by the Hmongs. VANG PAO has, for years, been alleging that 
he will someday return to Laos and liberate the nation. 

As a resu lt of articles written in 1988 concerning VANG 
PAO 1 s activities , I I 

I I This matter was presented to the U.S. 

Attorney's Office in the District of Minnesota, and prosecution 
was declined. 

. on 9/14/89, I I 

I |wrote a letter to the Director of the FBI 

advising him that. I 

Ivang PAO and his associates. 


Via referenced communications , FBIHQ advised the 
Minneapolis Division that an investigation into these threats 
should be instituted. 


.In contacts subs equen t to the interview on 9/28/89, I 

has advised thatl | believes VANG PAO and most of tni 
other individuals who attended the conference in Thailand, in 
whic h the "hit list" was d rawn up. are still in that country . 

| has heard from sources I I that the Thai Government is 

refusing to grant exit permits to these individuals and that the 
meeting in Thailand had antagonized the relationships between 
Laos and Thailand. 

On 10/11/89, the most recent contact with I I 

advised that a few days prior VANG PAO was reported to be touring 
refugee camps in Thailand soliciting money for his return to 
Laos. Minneapolis Division believes that the correct 
investigative strategy in this matter is to expeditiously 
in terview all alleg ed victims of the assassination plot, as well 
as l I Background investigation should be conducted 

on the alleged attendees of the conference in Thailand. After 
the interview of the potential victims, a subsequent 
communication, if warranted, will be issued directing receiving 
offices to interview these alleged attendees. 


b6 

b7C 
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Minneapolis Division has previously sent out leads via 
airtel to the Los Angeles Division under Minneapolis file 
183C-784. The Los Angeles file number is unknown. Los Angeles 
Division is presumably in possession of adequate background on , 

General VANG PAO, and familiar with his activities. The 
Minneapolis Division would appreciate restra int in the interviews b7 
set out below in the use of | | because to do so may ^7 

put | | in additional danger. 

LEADS : 

LOS ANGELES DIVISION 


AT IQS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 


1 , 

California; 

Will i nf.firvi pw 1 

, California; and | 

that may has 
associates . 

.1 ft 

California, concerning their knowledge or any rnrears 
re been made against them by VANG PAO or his 

. Will conduct backaround investigations on 1 
~!a1 i fnmia : 1 , 1 California ; 

| 1 California ;i 


California; i 

bai norma; ana| p 


California. 


MILWAUKEE DIVISION 

AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 

1 Will attempt to identify and do background on [ 


SACRAMENTO DIVISION 


AT MERCED AND FRESNO. CALIFORNIA 

Will conduct backgrounds on I 
California, and| \ caiiforniaT 
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i The Great Refugee Shakedown 

! The Hmong Are Paying to Free Laos-But What’s Happening to the Money? 


By Ruth E. Hammond _ 

M ANY OF the Hmong refugees who 
fought a CIA-sponsored war in their 
native Laos during the Vietnam 
War have found America to be anything but 
the promised land. According to 1988 fed- 
eral estimates, 63 percent of the approx- 
imately 100,000 Hmong here are depen- 
dent on welfare. . 

Few adults have assimilated fully mto 
mainstream American culture. Most retain 
a strong sense of clan identity and are 
struggling to preserve the traditions . of 
their mountainous homeland. Most live 
clustered in poor inner-city neighborhoods 
with large families they find difficult to sup- 
port without government help. 

Yet many Hmong believe in a radiant fu- 
ture, expecting to return soon to a Laos 
liberated from its current communist gov- 
ernmen t. Some refugees think they will be 

Ruth Hammond is a Minneapolis-based 
journalist who has been writing about the 
Hmong in America since 1984. 


granted posts as government officials and 
military commanders. Hmong immigrants 
have paid large sums of money to make this 
dream a reality, even though many of them 
are largely dependent on welfare checks. 

Since 1981, when the United Lao Nation- 
al Liberation Front, or Neo Horn, was 
founded in the United States by exiled Lao- 
tian military leaders, a substantial number 
of Hmong families here say they have paid 
$100 down plus $10 a month into that or- 
ganization’s coffers. The funds, they’ve 
been told, sustain resistance fighters strug- 
gling against the communist Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic. The president of Neo 
Horn in the United States, Hmong Maj. 
Gen. Vang Pao, travels periodically to 
Hmong resettlement communities here and 
abroad to promise imminent victory and to 
appeal for funds. 

During the Vietnam War, Vang Pao en- 
joyed CIA backing, commanding Hmong, 
Lao and Thai troops in northeastern Laos. 
He fled Laos when the communists took 
over in 1975 and eventually settled in Cal- 
ifornia, where more than half of the Hmong 


refugees in the United States live. The 59- 
year-old Vang Pao, now a U.S. citizen, di- 
rects the Laotian resistance from Orange 
County, where he lives in reputed wealth 
with his large family. In polygamous Laos, 
he was married to seven wives and report- 
edly has 28 children. 

Hmong refugees in the United States are 
a major source of Neo Horn’s money. Those 
who pay $500 are awarded a certificate, 
stamped with the official Neo Horn seal, 
that entitles the bearer to return to Laps 
after the liberation with free airfare. An 
Oct. 8, 1984 letter to supporters from Vang 
Pao and two other resistance leaders cau- 
tions that only those who give money to 
Neo Horn every month will be considered 
permanent members of Neo Horn. After the 
liberation, it reads, Neo Horn soldiers and 
permanent members will be given first pri- 
ority for positions in the new government. 

Hmong refugees say that about four 
years ago, when donations started dwindl- 
ing, Neo Horn introduced a new fund-raising 
scheme. It began offering specific positions 
See HMONG B4, Col. 1 
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A Refugee Ripoff 


HMONG, From B1 

in the new government — as mayors, gov- 
emors, police’ chiefs, colonels and gener- 
als — to refugees who agreed to donate sub- 
stantial sums, according to relatives of 
some who purchased positions. The same 
offices have reportedly been sold, at lower 
prices, to refugees living in Ban Vinai Ref- 
ugee Camp in Thailand. And some Hmong 
refugees say that according to family mem- 
bers in Laos, these same offices have also 
been promised free of charge to Hmong still 
living in Laos who agree to join Vang Pao’s 
resistance. 

Vang Pao's whereabouts are often kept 
secret, and despite repeated attempts to 
reach him, he was unavailable for comment 
for this story. However, a high-ranking Neo 
Horn official familiar with Neo Horn activ- 
ities, who spoke on condition of anonymity, 
denied that any offices had been promised 
to contributes. The only payback to con- 
tributors, he said, is history's recognition 
for their part in liberating Laos. 

M any Hmong who initially supported 
Neo Horn have grown to mistrust 
the organization. Regular contribu- 
tors to Neo Horn have declined from about 
80 percent of the U.S. Hmong in 1981, to 
less than half now, according to critics. De- 
tractors complain that there are no public 
records available of how funds are spent. 
The extent of the Neo Horn resistance has 
been questioned by former associates of 
Vang Pao and by American students of the 
region. 

Further accusations concerning the dis- 
bursement of funds and the exercise of pow- 
er by Neo Horn are made by many Hmong, 
many of whom say they fear Vang Pao, ' 

. In 1983, several of Vang Pao's political 
opponents say, they received an anonymous 
letter in the mail from "someone who loves 
truth and justice," warning them that they 
were on Vang Pao's hit list. Sixty-four 
„Hmong and Lao men in the United States, 
France, Laos and Thailand were listed as 
Potential targets. 

~ Last June, I published a three-part series 
in the weekly Twin Cities Reader in which 
anonymous sources blamed Vang Pao in part 
Tor the Hmong's high welfare-dependency 
rate. After the first article appeared, I re- 
ceived a phone call from Tong Vang, then the 
Hmong president of Lao Family Community 
of Minnesota, warning me that Vang Pao 
"has the right to get back at you now." A call- 
er who gave a Hmong first name told the 
Reader's managing editor that he, his wife 
and children would "die very soon"; I re- 
ceived three more calls from an anonymous 
Hmong man who vowed that I would be killed 
if I didn’t stop writing about the Hmong; a 
few of the sources of unrelated information in 


my series also say they received death 
threats. No one was ever physically harmed, 
however. 

Only two of the more than 40 Hmong men 
and women who were interviewed about 
Vang Pao for this story agreed to speak on 
the record. One, 53-year-old Pasee Lee, be- 
came publicly anti-Neo Horn after the shoot- 
ing death of his 14-year-old son at the hands 
of a juvenile relative of Vang Pao’s. (In juve- 
nile court, the youth admitted to causing 
death by negligence.) In a letter sent last 
summer to Hmong refugees throughout the 
world, Lee questioned the use to which the 
Hmong leadership put the money it collected. 

"Hmong organizations throughout the 
United. States have collected money from 
1976 through 1988 to fight the communists 
in Laos, but have they ever let anyone see a 
single thing they did with that money?" Lee 
wrote in his native Hmong. "Have they ever 
let us know the total collected and actual ex- 
penses? What was the money used for? How 
much money is left? Where is the money 
kept? ..." 

A member of one of the smaller Hmong 
clans, who requested anonymity, said that in 
the mid-1980s, 20 families of his clan in Min- 
nesota donated $20,000 in cash to support 
the Hmong resistance. He says that in 1986, 
his brother, who had personally donated 
nearly $10,000, accepted Vang Pao's offer of 
a resistance job in Thailand. He found no ev- 
idence that the promised supplies had been 
purchased, and Neo Horn leaders told him 
that "almost none” of the money collected in 
the United States had ever reached the re- 
sistance. 

N hia Tong Yang, a 34-year-old voca- 
tional school student in St. Paul, made 
additional charges. Yang, who says he 
once held an office job for the CIA, was put in 
a reeducation camp in 1975. He escaped to 
Thailand two years later but, at Vang Pao’s 
urging, returned to Laos as a resistance lead- 
er. He says Vang Pao regularly sent audio- 
cassette tapes by messenger to him, telling 
him to keep fighting and promising supplies. 
Help would be forthcoming, the tapes prom- 
ised, after the 1980 U.S. election. Vang Pao 
said he was “close to Reagan," according to 
Yang. 

In 1984, still having received no supplies, 
Yang telegraphed Vang Pao in Ban Vinai, 
saying he was coming out to talk with him 
about whether outside support was likely. 

According to Yang’s account, he and his 
party were attacked en route. Yang says he 
captured the assailants, and they told him 
they were Neo Horn guerrillas. At the Me- 
kong River, Thai officials told Yang they had 
been paid some $2,000 by Neo Horn leaders 
to push Yang and his followers back into La- 
os. Later, with funds he obtained from rel- 
atives, Yang says he bribed his way into Thai- 
land, and later came to the United States. 


In February 1983, at a meeting of Neo 
Horn supporters in St. Paul, Yang challenged 
Vang Pao to reveal his true motives for col- 
lecting money for Neo Horn. Yang said Vang 
Pao's response was that he had an important 
meeting with some Americans and had no 
time to discuss the matter. 

Vang Pao has also been implicated in an 
incident that created international concern. 
On March 15, 1987, 38 undocumented 
Hmong men, women and children in Ban 
Vinai were rounded up by Thai soldiers and 
forcibly repatriated to Laos. According to 
Hmong who investigated the incident, Vang 
Pao met with his supporters in Fresno, Calif., 
two days before the repatriation, and told 
them that officials would soon be arresting 
32 people who had been "communists" for 30 
years and who were now hiding out in Ban 
Vinai. Another Hmcng source said that just 
before the round-up. Neo Horn camp leaders 
announced on the camp's public address sys- 
tem that Ban Vinai was going to be searched 
■ for communists and "cleaned up.” 

The Hmong investigators claim in a report 
released by Los Angeles-based refugee-ad- 
vocate Erica Hagen that these refugees were 
singled out because they had refused to re- 
turn to Laos to fight for Neo Horn, and had 
complained to the United Nations high com- 
missioner for refugees about being forced to 
pay bribes to remain in the camp. 

The high-ranking Neo Horn official denied 
that Vang Pao had any role in pushing ref- 
ugees back into Laos, saying that pushbacks 
reflect a Thai policy of trying to stem the 
flow of refugees. 

V ang Pao still has a wide following in 
the Hmong community. "Everybody 
still respects Vang Pao, according to 
our custom,” said a former Neo Horn insider 
who has become disillusioned with Vang 
Pao's political goals. "Because he was our* 
leader before, and he used to direct all of us. 
And that's why people respect him, just like a 
father." 

Vang Pao’s purported wealth also evokes 
admiration in his followers, who cite- Thai 
news reports that Vang Pao is the seventh 
richest man in the world. Vang Pao's net 
worth is rumored in the Hmong community 
to be measured by between 17 and 32 digits, 
an absurd assessment that reflects the awe in 
which Vang Pao is held. Many Hmong re- 
member a time when Vang Pao personally 
handed out wads of cash to members of their 
community impoverished or widowed by the 
war in Laos. 

According to a refugee who has attended 
fund-raising meetings in Wisconsin and Min- 
nesota, Vang Pao has promised contributors 
that when they return to Laos, he will give 
them double their money back. He says that 
he could fund the war with his own wealth, 
but he needs donations to show that his cause 
has popular support. The Neo Horn official 
denies that Vang Pao is wealthy. "He almost 
cannot support his family,” he said. 

Vang Pao has received some support from 
‘at least one private conservative organiza- 
tion. Retired general John Singlaub, chairman 


of the U.S. Council for World Freedom, said 
in an interview that his organization has giv- 
en Neo Horn and other factions of the Lao 
resistance humanitarian aid in the form of 
clothing and medicine, and has helped Vang 
Pao arrange meetings with "pro-freedom 
groups" in other countries. 

Vang Pao claims much wider support. At a 
fund-raising meeting in Minneapolis last Sep- 
tember, he said that Neo Horn is supported 
by the United States "under the table” and 
has also received support from most of the 
countries in the world except Vietnam and 
the Soviet Union, according to a Hmong who 
attended the meeting. 

However, the high-ranking Neo Horn of- 
ficial claims that Neo Horn does not receive 
support from the United States or other gov- 
ernments, and relies on weapons left over 
fr6m the CIA-backed war in Laos. 

Vang Pao also claims ties with George * 
Bush, whom he calls “my former boss.” Ac- 
cording to the State Department, Vang Pao 
has not worked for the agency since 1975; 
Bush was CIA director in 1976. 

Letters written in Lao by Vang Pao on 
Neo Horn stationery reinforce his claim of 
American support. In a letter dated Jan. 4, 
1985, Vang Pao wrote that he and six other 
Neo Horn officials had recently traveled to 
Washington to attend “a briefing session at 
the White House on American foreign policy, 
which I believe is very good. In addition, I 
met with U.S. senators from the Research 
and Education Committee [sic] 

Administration officials deny any involve- 
ment with Vang Pao after 1975, pointing out 
that the United States has maintained dip- 
lomatic relations with the Lao Peoples Dem- 
ocratic Republic since its founding that year. 

C ritics charge that Vang Pao also exag- 
gerates the strength of his resistance. 

In a letter dated Jan. 10, 1985, Vang 
Pao reported heavy fighting between Neo 
Horn and the communists in every region of 
Laos, with numerous casualties on the com- 
munist side. "Neo Horn representatives pos- 
ing as regular citizens reported that 95 per- 
cent of the Lao population is ready to support 
and cooperate with our side,” Vang Pao 
wrote. “Even the regular army 
troops ... are anxious to cooperate with us 
and are only awaiting an opportune 
moment .... We only lack the means.” 
Vang Pao called for immediate donations to 
buy 20,000 uniforms, 5,000 guns and other 
supplies. 

In a more recent letter, Vang Pao urged 
Neo Horn members to donate $100 each, and 
for future office-holders to donate $2,500 
each to support a troop build-up in Thai bor- 
der areas, Neo Horn leaders from each state 
were ordered in the letter to hand-deliver the 
money in cash to Santa Ana by mid-March. A 
Neo Horn audio-cassette sets the current 
fund-raising goal at $400,000. The high- 
ranking Neo Horn official said the current 
collection was "just routine.” Although he 
could not specify an exact amount, he said 
that very little money had actually been col- 
lected. 


According to this official, Neo Horn still 
has 8,000 to 10,000 soldiers inside Laos and 
30,000 to 40,000 in Thailand. But, he ex- 
plained, fighting was suspended about a year 
ago because of improving Thai-Lao relations 
and, he said, because world opinion presently 
doesn't support warfare. Hmong critics, how- 
ever, put the current number of resistance 
soldiers at no more than a few hundred. In 
congressional testimony in 1987, University 
of Pittsburgh political science professor Jo- 
seph Zasloff characterized the resistance, 
made up of various Hmong and Lao groups,-*, 
as "fragmented, weak and ineffective; it is 
unlikely to grow even with more outside sup- 
port." 

Amid growing skepticism in the American 
Hmong community, Vang Pao has coroe to 
rely more heavily on videotapes to reinforce 
his claims of anti-communist activity. A vid- 
eotape currently being sold to raise funds for 
Neo Horn shows Xi Thao, a Neo Horn fund- 
raiser from St. Paul, leading 15 soldiers into 
the jungles of Laos in early 1988. Before the 
mission, Vang Pao exhorts them to fight for 
their country. The guerrillas are seen putting 
up anti-government posters, being startled, 
by an elephant and capturing what appear to 
be an empty village and an abandoned log- 
ging truck. In his narration, Xi Thao claims 
that two of his men were killed during the* 
expedition. One former Hmong soldier who 
watched the video noted skeptically that the 
men had spent nine days in the jungle without 
getting their uniforms dirty. 

I ronically, Vang Pao is also the founder 
and, until last year, was the president of 
the organization that is supposed to help 
the Hmong adjust to life here. Lao Family 
Community, a mutual assistance association 
based in Santa Ana, has numerous branches 
in the United States, This ndhprofit organ- 
ization has attracted state-administered fed- 
eral funding and foundation grants to address 
the Hmong refugees' needs. 

But critics of Neo Horn charge that Lao 
Family Community is run as a sort of dicta- 
torship-in-exile, with Vang Pao determining 
who should be hired in key positions or 
elected to the various boards of directors. 
"Lao Family is the backbone of Neo Horn,” 
one Hmong man said. The Neo Horn official 
denied that there is any connection between 
Neo Horn and Lao Family Community and 
claimed that Vang Pao no longer acts in any- 
thing more than an advisory capacity to Lao 
Family, 

As early as 1981, a Hmong refugee wrote 
to Vice President George Bush to ask wheth- 
er Vang Pao's solicitations were legal, and 
what the government could do to make 
Hmong leaders “return the money they took 
by falsely seducing and misleading the poor 
and illiterate people who know nothing about 
the political developments abroad." Other 
Hmong refugees have also appealed to con- 
gressmen, White House staff and officials 
from the Office of Refugee Resettlement and 
and State Department for help. They have 
yet to receive any. 
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| has been previ ously contacted ny him. 

identified to l I as a Special Agent of the 


I was advised that the purpose of the interview was to 
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supplied the following information: 


rn stated that [ 
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Minne sota , telephone number I I was the source of 

the inform ation I 

ladv-jsed i | that he had received this information from 
. I who resides at | 1 

I Minnesota, telephone number I b elieves 


that [ 


. which took place in Thailand on ao 
| | believes a close associate ofT 
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had received this information at a meeting 


ph took place in Thailand on approximately Se ptember 9, 1989. 

had attended a 


high level meeting in Thailand among the Hmong resistance 
leadership. 


approximately 
meeting. 


had told | |that he had heard that 

went to Thailand with VANG PAO for this 
former head of the resistance in Laos 


28 Hmongs 
VANG PAO is the 

who has spent much of his time the last few years keeping this 
resistance alive in the United States and raising money, which he 
states is to be used when he returns to victoriously retake the 
country of Laos. The purpose of the meeting which took place in 
Thailand, which was headed by VANG PAO, was to set up a 
government in exile in preparation for the retaking of LAOS and 
to discuss how the enemies of this resistance would be dealt 
with. As a result of this meeting, at least four individuals 
were put on v a hi t list bv the Hmong resistance leadership. These 
individuals were I ~~1 supra ^ , 

I I telephone numb 
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Cal ifornia, 
and I p 

that l I Had 


who resides in ] (California. stated 

heard that money was being raised to procure the 
necessary for the these executions. The plan of 


services 

execution was to have people take pictures of the individuals _ to 
be assassinated, and then to hire professional assassins to kill 
them. This plan is being orchestrated by VANG PAO and the top 
leaders of the United Lao National Liberation Front (NEO HOM) . 


[ 


1 stated that a list of some of the people who 

J • 1 


were at the meeting is as follows: 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 


In an effort: to raise money for this and for the 
government in exile and other revolutionary causes, political 
posts in the new government were sold to various members or 
people who were represented by members that were at the meeting. 
VANG PAO also told them that he is starting a war ches t for his 
campaign for the president in exile of Laos. I | stated that 

the NEO HOM headquarters is located in Santa Ana, California, in 
the same building as the Lao Family Community Organization. 


| (stated that this Is not the first time that I 

has received threats I 

l and especially concerning VANG 

PAO. | | has no idea as to the seriousness of these threats, but 
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is concerned about them. I l has heard from sources of | | that 
also discussed at the meeting in Laos were some options 
concerning the assassination of those on the hit list, and that a 
car bomb or food poisoning were discussed as alternatives. 

1 further supplied an a rticle which was recently published 
in the Fresno Bee newsoaoer. I * I 


Name 

Date of birth 
Place of birth 
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at which time the Source supplied the following 
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Agent 

information: 

Source advised that the information supplied had been 
received in the last thirty days by Source's contacts in the South- 
east Asian community. 

Source advised that the HMONG Credit Union located on 
University Avenue in St. Paul has been registered with Federal 
Agencies and is in operation. Source advised that this operati on 

^ is contro ll ed by a / ( - Several o iJher 

apparently legitimate people function as officers for this operation. 
This operation claims to have 800 depositors which Source finds 
hard to believe inasmuch as there are only 2000 HMONG 
the Twin Cities area. Source advises that many people m the HMONG 
community use this Credit Union to hide deposits which are in 
violation of their General Assistance requirements. Many times 
depositors will place their money in this operation using false 
names and Social Security Numbers. Source believes that people 
in the Credit Union realize that this illegal activity is taking 
place. Source further noted that recently another HMONG Credit 
Union was started up in Fresno, California and that officials in 
the HMONG Credit Union in St. Paul state that there is no connec- 
tion between the two. Source advises, however, that individuals 
in the HMONG Credit Union of Fresno, California state that there 
is a relationship between these Credit Unions. Source advises 
that the HMONG Credit Union in Fresno, California has denied HMONG 
people accounts if they were not on welfare. Source believes that 
the reason for this is that it is generally known in the HMONG 
community that if a significant savings account is held that wel- 
fare payments will be terminated. Therefore the Credit Union is 
in a position where if it fails or if the money is stolen by the 
operators that the depositors will not be able to complain as 
they realize that their assistance benefits will be terminated. 
Source knows of at least one individual who was refused an account 
because that individual is not on welfare. 
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Source believes that the Credit Union may be tied in 
with the Neo-Hom, the Laotian resistance movement which is gene- 
rally thought to be controlled by General VANG PAO. 
lieves that VANG PAO may very well receive loans from this Credit 
Union which will never be paid bacK. Source believes that VANG 
PAO has for years extorted money from the HMONG community in 
ral ways to live a high lifestyle. VANG PAO has used the excuse 
that the money will go for the resistance and that indi vidua s 
who do not contribute will not be welcomed back into Laos when he 
is victorious. 


VANG PAO has recently circulated a letter and a cassette 
tape in the HMONG community talking about his plans for the future 
He is advertising positions in his new government and selling 
them for thousands of dollars. These positions include officer 
ranks in the military. Source believes that VANG PAOis presently 
in Malaysia where he is orchestrating additional funding drives 
with his associates. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Investigative Assistant 
(IA) I " ”j ' 


n ovember 9, 1989, records of the following l aw enforcement and s tate agencies 
were searched for information identifiable with which 

searches proved negative: * 


Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
Driver License Kerrvrd.c; Sppf-inn 


Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
Vehicle Records and Certificat ion 


Dane County Sheriff's Office 
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Madison Police Departme nf 


Madison, Wisconsin 

University of Wisconsin 
Police & Security 


On this same date Directory Assistance was searched for Madison, Wisconsin, 
by Wisconsin Bell Telephone Directory Assistance operator, which search 
also proved negative. 

University of Wisconsin records were also searched on November 9. 1989. 
in order to determine if | _____ 

This search also proved to be negative. 
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Re Minneapolis airtel to the Bureau, dated 


Enclosed for Minneapolis is one copy of an 
Investigative Ins ert conducted at Madison, Wisconsin by IA 


On 11/9/89 


71 r 

was contacted . L 
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] the 
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La Cross e Hmonq Mutual Assistance Association (HMAA) office, 
services are util ized extensively for purposes of 


lj 

stated that he is completely 

unfamiliar with any Hmonq living in the La Crosse, Wisc onsin 


interpretation . 


area named! 

]*s 


g living in tne La Crosse, Wisco 

J He pointed out that the namef 

He stated that the 


not a correct Hmong name. 


|Ls more likely a Chinese name, and it might have been 

misinterpreted in pronunciation, or the individual with that 
name may have changed his name upon entry in the U . S . . I I 
stated that he is familiar with all of t he Hmong clans that 
live in the La Crosse area, and the □ name is ra ther 
common, but there are no individuals with the name| |who 
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have the surname 


I On H/IA/ftQ. I I who is emnl nvp.d hr a ^ 

I | was contacted regardi ng his 

knowledge of anyone named| | stated that he 

is completely unfamiliar with anyone so named. He pointed out 

entirely 
— ] He pointed 


that this name is not a proper Hmong name, and it is 
likely t hat th e name has been changed from [_ 

out that | ~~l is a very common Hmong name. He added t hat the T 
portion of the name coul d also have been changed from I 
is not a Hmong name, but I | is a common Hmong name, 
stated that, if is entirely possible that the individual now named 


changed his name upon entry into the U.S.. 


[ 


] stated there are sizeable Hmong 


populations in the Wisconsin cities of Applet on, Eau Cl aire, Green 
Bay and Milwaukee, in addition to La Crosse. I | stated that 

he is very knowledgeable of the Hmong residents living in La 
Crosse, but he is not knowledgeable of the other Hmong communities 
throughout the state. 


I I advised that he is familiar with the name 

VANG PAO, as VANG PAO was formerly a highly respected military 
leader in Laos prior to the mid-1970's. He stated that VANG PAO 
now lives in California, and he was aware that VANG PAO is 
attempting to lead some sort of res istance mo vement in an effort 
to regain political power in Laos. | | stated that to the 

best of his knowledge, none of the Hmong residents of La Crosse, 
Wisconsin are involved in VANG PAO'S political efforts. 


given, 
named r 


stated that based on the information 
it is virtually impossible to fully identify the individual 


On 11/15/89, Directory Assistance for the City of 
La Cr osse. Wisconsin was se arched for any listing of an individual 
named \ | and this search was negative. 

On the same date, the current telephone directory 
covering La Crosse, Wisconsin was searched for the above mentioned 
name, and this was negative. 

On the same date, the records of the La Crosse, 
Wisconsin Police Department were searched with negative results 
for the above mentioned name. 

In view of the fact that all logical investigation 
has been conducted, with no positive results, this matter is being 
considered RUC, Milwaukee. 
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Date of transcription 


11/15/89 


[ 


date of birth C 


] male. 


J was contacted at his 

residence and was advised of the identities of the interviewing 
agents . He was informed that the purpose of the _Lnt£rview was to 
discuss alleged threats against him by VANG PAO. I I stated that 
because his English is poo r, he wanted I 




1 tele phone number 

telephone number [ 


T 


l and who works at 
] sit in as a 


■translator. I i was present and functioned as a translator 
during the entire interview. 


I | stated he is a Hinong and a refugee from Laos. While 

in Laos, he fought in the Resistance in the same unit as GEN VANG 
PAO and knows him well. 


During the past few years, VANG PAO and his followers 
have established a network of collectors around the United STates. 
These individuals contact Hmong people, communities, and 
organizations requesting and/or demanding money which will be used 
for the Resistance and the eventual takeover of Laos. These 
individuals collect this money, which is mostly in cash, and 
transport it by body carry to San Diego or Los Angeles, 

California, the headquarters for these movements. 

VANG PAO has his headquarters in Los Angeles and his 
deployment center in San Diego. Money is body carried out to 
these locations because of Government regulations concerning the 
deposit of large sums of cash which would have to be recorded and 
reported . 


I | is the Resistance General in San Diego who 

disburses funds and people to the camps in Thailand, which are 
reputed to be preparing for re-entry into Laos. He believes that 
all this activity may be fraudulent and that the money collected 
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is maybe being used to promote lives of luxury for VANG PAO and 
his followers . Many of these collectors live lives well beyond 
their means. 

He believes that as a ruse, people in the Resistance 
travel to Thailand on occasion, remain there for a while, and 
write reports of their activities to encourage additional 
donations . He does not contribute to these causes and tells 
other people about his suspicions. 

On September 17. 1986.1 I of VAN pad's killed 


It was discovered in April 1987. Police investigation labeled the 
act an accidental shooting. He contacted VANG PAO by letter 
asking him to settle this dispute between their clans or families. 
VANG PAO refused to do this. 

Thereafter, he wrote a letter exposing the fraudulent 
activities of VAN PAO. This letter was widely distributed within 
the Hmong community in July 1988. There has been a long-standing 
rivalry between his clan and VAN PAO's. 

In August 1989, VAN PAO held a meeting in Laos. A list 
of the enemies of th e Resistance was issued. His name , | ~| 

I land others were on this list. I I 

I I VAND 

PAO. Also discussed at this meeting was the collection of money 
to hire assassins to commit these murders. 

VANG PAO frequently travels back and forth between the 
United States and Thailand. After the meeting in August, the 
Thai Government ordered him out of the country. VANG PAO refused 
to leave. People in the Thai Government then sent troops who 
burned down the house VANG PAO was living in. PAO and one of his 
wives fled to Singapore, where | | believes they are still. 


Remaining in Thailand is 

Ito 

VANG PAO, who formerly worked for | 



| Of the LAO FAMILY COMMUNITY 

organization, which helps Laotians settle in the United States. 
This organization is aligned with VANG PAO. It secretly collects 
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money for him. Approximately $70,000.00 is missing from the 
treasury of this organization in Santa Ana, California. 


I believes that the activities of VANG PAO are 
unethical, illegal, and fraudulent. As an American citizen, VANG 
PAO should not be allowed to orchestrate wars in foreign lands. 
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61 Repurtedly 
111 Investigate 
ihooting of 
Viet Writer 


By DAVID REYES 

and TRACY WILKINSON, 

Times Staff Writers 

FRESNO— The FBI will investigate the 
attempted assassination of Vietnamese au- ' 
thor Doan Van Toai, who reportedly had- 
received death threats at his home several 
weeks after writing a controversial maga- 
zine article that called for the United States 
to establish diplomatic ties with Vietnam. 

Toai, who was shot three times as he was 
walking home Saturday, had informed the 
FBI about threats including a mailed 
warning accompanied by a bullet, sources 
within the Fresno Vietnamese community 
said. 

A Fresno County Sheriff's Department 
spokesman declined Sunday to comment on 
reports of recent deaUi threats but said the 
FBI decided tCrtiTOrvene in the case at the 
requestor the family. 

Toai, who remained in serious condition 
Sunday at Valley Medical Center in Fresno, 
has long been a controversial figure be- 
cause of his actions during the Vietnam 
War and his writing since. 

Through his books “The Vietnamese 
Gulag" and “Portrait of the Enemy,” 
co-written with David Chanoff, and hi3 
magazine, Toai in recent years has advo- 
cated restoring ties with Vietnam to deliver 
humanitarian aid to the people. In a 1986 
interview with The Times, he said that an 
article he wrote exposing alleged fraud by 
an anti-Communist group provoked death 
threats. 

Family Threatened . 

"I wrote an article in the Los Angeles 
Times saying these people who want to 
fight the Communist government are col- 
lecting money for that cause but are 
actually using the money for themselves,” 
Toai said then. “The group that I wrote 
about in 1982 was overwhelmingly sup- 
ported by the refugee community in Los 
Angeles. 

“The group threatened to kill my whole 
family after the story ran,” Toai said. 

An associate blamed the attempt on 
Toai’s life on a mistranslation of something 
Toai had written recently in his newsletter 
about reeducation camps and resettlement. 
“Due to that mistranslation we received a 
lot of tension, the community [becamel 
aset” said the associate, v inh Ngo. 


Fresno police said Toai was shot about 
half a mile from hia-hamein an upper-mid- 
dle-class section of northern Fresno. He 
had dropped his car off shortly before 9 
a.m, at a service station, shopped and was 
walking home when he was intercepted. 

He was hit three times— once in the head 
and twice in the body— at close range by 
gunfire from an automatic pistol, authori- 
ties said. Witnesses told police the shots 
came from a dirty brown Pontiac station 
wagon carrying two Asian men. 

“Apparently he was talking to them” 
when he was shot, Fresno Police Lt. 
Robert Hagler said. Toai staggered to the 
front door of a nearby house and asked for 
help before collapsing. 

The shooting is the latest of several 
attacks in California in recent years against 
Vietnamese refugees who advocate that 
the United States establish diplomatic 
relations with Vietnam. . 

In 1986, a forAer Saigon housing official, 
’ran Kh'anh Van, wa s shot" in 
'range County's Little Saigon after 
‘ was quoted as saying he sup- 
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•rted normalizing relations with 
ietnam. His assailant pleaded 
lilty and was convicted. And on 
pril 30, 1988, novelist Long Vu 
jffered partial paralysis after a 
evere beating in the same West- 
ninster refugee community. Vu’s 
Columns, wer^jaltical of both the 
South Vietnamese and present 
Communist governments in Viet- 
nam. Last January, an arson fire 
destroyed a Garden Grove travel 
agency specializing in tours to 
Vietnam. No suspects have been 
4rrested in the last two incidents. 

' Toai’s political views have long 
put him at odds with many in 
Southern California's Vietnamese 
Refugee community. Vietnamese- 
language newspapers have written 
editorials against himl, and outspo- 
ken leaders warned him that his 
views are unwelcome. 

- Nhat Tien, a Santa Ana writer 
and poet, said Toai recently pub- 
lished a Washington magazine. In- 
stitute for Democracy in Vietnam, 
which served as a. vehicle foi 
expressing his political views on 
Vietnam. 

In the magazine's summer, 1989, 
issue, Toai argued that the United 
States should establish diplomatic 
relations with Vietnam, said Tien, 
who had a copy of Toal's magazine. 

» Toai "believes that if there is a 
relationship with the United States, 
thf condition of the poor Vietnam- 
ese people would change for the 
better. He believed that if econom- 
ic 'conditions improved, the political 
climate wotritf-ichange, much like 
China,” Tien said. 




r?n both Fresno, one of the largest 
VffetnameseH*esettl6ment commu- 
nities in the country, and in Orange 
County’s Little Saigon. Toai was 
far from popular among refugees, 
several community leaders said 
Sunday. 

*?In Fresno, a member of the 
Vietnamese Assn, of Central Valley 
said many people in the refugee 
, community were suspicious of Toai 
because he made statements that 
led people to believe he supported 
the Communista^j'He said, ‘The 
Communists do some good things 

for the people of Vietnam.' . . .We 
escaped to emrie^htte; no way we 
can support the Communists." 

A prominent member of Fresno’s 
Vietnamese community who asked 
not to be Identified added: “The 
Vietnamese community is really^ 
talking about this, they’re not aur^f 
prised he was shot” 

Chuyen V. Nguyen, a former 
South Vietnamese Air Force pilot 
who lives in Orange County, re- 
called that Toai was a member of 
South Vietnam’s educated class 
who led anti-war protests in Sai- 
gon. 

"He did a lot of damage to the 
democracy of Vietnam back home," t 
Nguyen said. 

“Even after Toai escaped from 
some so-called prison in 1977 or 
1978, he traveled to China with a 
North Vietnamese official who 
then opposed the regime in North 
Vietnam. -We in the Vietnamese 
refugee community believe he has 
close ties to Vietnam,” Nguyen 

said. ' — 

"The Vietnamese people here in 
the U.S. view him as another 
member of the Communist Party." 
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''VANG PAO; 

UNSUBS ; 

I - VICTIM; 

EXTORTION 

00: MINNEAPOLIS 
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Re airtel from Minneapolis to the Bureau dated 10/25/89 

Enc losed for Sacramento are two copies of an FD-302 of 

~ | dated 9/28/89, two copies of an article | | 

I called "Sad Suspicions of a Refugee Ripoff , " which 
appeared in the Outlook Section of the Washington Post on 
April 16, 1989, and two copies of referenced airtel. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

Referenced Minneapolis airtel did not arrive at the 
Santa Ana Resident Agency until 12/13/89. 

In referenced airtel leads at Stockton, California, 
were inadvertently set out for the Los Angeles Division whereas 
Stockton is located in the Sacramento Division. 


Bureau 

Minneapolis (9A-MP-29834) 
Sacramento (Enel. 6) 

Los Angeles 


JMON : c j 1 
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LEADS 


SACRAMENTO 


AT STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA : Will review referenced 

airtel and conduct background investigation pertaining to 


LOS ANGELES 


AT BANNING. CALIFORNIA: 


investigation regarding 
in referenced airtel. 


Wil l conduct background 
| as requested by origin 


AT LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA: 1.) As pe r referenced 

airtel, will locate and interview I I (no other 

identification or address known) . 


interview 
known) . 


2.) As per re ferenced airtel, will locate and 

I (no other identification or address 
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AT WESTMINSTER, CALIFORNIA: Will coordinate with 

Asian Task Force at WESTMINSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT re captioned 
subject and the UNITED LAO NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT 
(NEO HOM) . 
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Date 1/25/90 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTENTION: CRI MINAL INTELLI GENCE DIVISION, 

ssa| I 


FROM 


SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (9A-MP-29834) (P) 


SUBJECT : 


VANG PAO; 

UNSUBS ; 

EXTORTION 

00 : MINNEAPOLIS 


Re Minneapolis airtel to FBIHQ , dated 10/25/89. 


REQUEST OF THE BUREAU: 


The Criminal Intelligence Division of the Bureau is 
requested to: 

1. Submit the enclosed tape, as well as the two 
enclosed documents to the Languages Services 
Section to determine if the translation of "Hot 
News" is substantially co^Kect and to determine the 
content of cassette tape which reportedly contains 
the voice of VANG PAO. \ 


2 - Bureau (Encs. 3) 

2 - Los Angeles (Enc. 1) 

2 - Sacramento (Enc. 1) 

2 - San Diego (Encs. 2) 
r\- San Francisco (Enc. 1) 

3 A- Minneapolis 

:(2 ' - 9A-MP-29834) 

(1 - | | (Sub A) 

ALN/lbm 
(13) 
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2. Minneapolis Division has received several inquiries 
which indicate that the State of California is 
presently conducting a rather extensive 
investigation into VANG PAO and his activities. 
Inasmuch as his headquarters and the headquarters 
of his organization is in California, FBIHQ should 
consider reassigning 00 in this matter to a more 
logical Division. 

Enclosed for FBIHQ is one cassette tape, a three page 
document reportedly written in the Hmong language, and a two page 
document which reportedly contains a translation of the three 
page document. 

Enclosed for Los Angeles, Sacramento, and San Francisco 
is a two page document, titled, “Hot News." 

Enclosed for San Diego is a two page document, 
entitled, "Hot News" and a copy of referenced airtel. 

On 12/14/89, a source of the Minneapolis Division who 
is deemed reliable supplied to the Minneapolis Division the tape 
which is enclosed for FBIHQ. This tape contains the voice of 
VANG PAO and copies of this tape are being distributed nationally 
to the Hmong Community. According to the source, in this tape 
VANG PAO speaks about starting up a business in Laos which would 
be used as the springboard to infiltrate the economy and 
government of Laos. However, in order to accomplish this,- he 
again needs donations from Hmongs nationally and implores them to 
send him additional money. Source also supplied the document 
which is reportedly written in Hmong and is three pages in 
length. The source also supplied the third document being 
submitted to the Bureau entitled, "Hot News" which the source 
states is a translation of document number two. The alleged 
translation entitled, "Hot News" lists the potential victims, as 
well as the potential subjects of captioned matter; however, no 
specific investigation regarding this document will be sent out 
because of the commonality of Hmong names and as yet, the 
Minneapolis Division is not satisfied with the veracity of the 
translated material. 


9A-MP-29834 


On 12/20/89, this same source advised the Minneapolis 
Division that subsequent to the conference which apparently took 
place both £n Thailand and in Singapore, several of the attendees 
did not returh to the United States. These attendees who did not 
return are as follows: 




Telephone rknnfeer_ 
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TeTS^hone number 



\ 


(No further information, but may have returned on 
10/2/89, to the United States) 


At this time, the source also supplied a list of people 
who in the past have acted for collectors of money in VANG PAO's 
Liberation Drive which the source described as an extortion 
racket. These names are as follows: 
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Source advised that in VANG PAO's collection of funds 
for his false promise of a new revolution in Laos, he uses a 
front organization called the Neo Horn, also known as the United 
Lao National Liberation Front or ULNLF. This organization is 
used for the collection and distribution of these funds and as a 


front for VANG PAO's extortion activities, according to the 


source . 
follows: 
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^Telephone .A^mbeE-j 
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Tel ephone numbe r 

The information abovte is being supplied to the various 
Divisions as it may be helpful 'in conducting investigations 
concerning captioned subject and his activities. 


LEADS : 

SACRAMENTO DIVISION 

AT SACRAMENTO. CALIFORNIA 

Will attempt through contacts with state officials to 
determine if the States Attorney General's Office of 
California or some other such organization is presently 
conducting an extensive investigation into the 
activities of VANG PAO and, if so, how this 
■ investigation may impact on the Bureau's interests. 
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HOT NEWS 

Our committee would like to disseminate the following news to all 
Hmong on the earth so you know the leaders of Neo Horn have left 
the United States to attend a summit in Singapore "Malaysia" on 
August 18-19, 1989, saying they are going to launch a heavy as- 
sault to liberate Laos. But this is not the truth. The true pur- 
pose of this summit is to prepare to come back and assassinate 
Hmong leaders and intellectuals. 

THE NAMES 

The leaders who lost our country who went to the summit to discuss 
the assassinations are the following: Vang Pao, Vang Fong, Moua 

Ge Noutoua, Ly Hai, Yang Toua, Ly Teng, Kue Chia, Youa Der Yang, 
Cha Xiong Yang, Shong Yeng Lo, Moua Houa, Vang Tou, Vang Xang, 

Blia Cher Lee, Vang Yee, Chai Fue Xiong, Xi Thao, Ying Vang, Vang 
Xeu Vangyi, Chong Toua Moua, Vang Nao Blong, Pao Lee Moua, Chong 
Neng Vang, Moua Yee, Lo Thai Vang, Lee Chao, Vang Kue, Youa Vang 
Lo, Ying Her, Vang Chia Kao, and many more whose names we cannot 
finish listing. 

NEO HOM PREPARES TO KILL PEOPLE 

Vang Pao and his top command are preparing to assassinate the fol- 
lowing: Khamchong [Luangpraseut] , Moua Soua, Ly Teng, Yang Ter 

Fong, Ly Vong, Yang Lia Sue, Cha Chue, Chao Her, Bee Moua, Yang 
Dao, Chong Xiong, Moua Sue, Moua Song, Lao Chue Cha, Vang Xa Her, 
Lee Lue, Pa Ying Her, Yang Heu, Hang Sao, Vang Chia Koua, Nhia Yee 
Yang, Ruth Hammond, Pasee Lee, Nhia Tong Yang, Moua Xue the small- 
er, Lysao Lyfong, and many many more people whose names we cannot 
list completely. 

They are on the path to kill these people. Perhaps all the Hmong 
on earth won't believe it. But we journalists tell the truth to 
you on the list, and this truth is very clear. Vang Pao has bound 
those who attended the summit to go back and kill each older 
brother and younger brother and close relative. This being as it 
is, we beg you not to disregard our news. Vang Pao further says 
that because Song Moua turned around and bit Vang Pao, and peeled 
Vang Pao's egg [exposed him] in the world news, he has to take a 
quick look at Song Moua. 

HOW DID THIS NEWS LEAK OUT? 

Back during the summit on August 19, 1989, a phone call came from 
Malaysia to Minnesota warning the recipient to be careful . On Au- 
gust 29, 1989, a phone call went from Bangkok to California warn- 
ing the recipient to be careful. On August 23, 1989, a phone call 
came from Camp Ban Vinai [in Thailand] warning the recipient to be 
careful . 


1 . 


N?0 HOM IS SHOT AT 

Mr. Ly Hai and several others have confirmed that those high- 
ranking and low-ranking leaders who came from the United States to 
Thailand used their money to force young Hmong girls to have sex 
with them. It got so dirty a young Hmong interested in justice 
took a gun and shot above those dirty leaders 7 heads. Ly Hai has 
said that this is true. He further said that Mr. Vang Tou has 
married a very young second wife and has lain with her. What a 
good way to fight for the country. 

VANG XEU OFFERS PROMOTIONS 

Beginning in July, Vang Xeu began offering four to five positions 
as Hmong generals to each clan. Whoever has $2,000 to throw on 
the table gets to be a general. Many people didn't have $2,000 
but were willing to give a little. Many people who didn't have 
$2,000 and didn't receive ranks as generals were broken-hearted. 
Those of you who didn't get a position as general, don't drive 
yourself mad with worry but prepare to save $10,000 so next time 
Vang Xeu comes back he will make you the Hmong King. 

MOUA GE NOUTOUA SCOLDS HMONG INTELLECTUALS 

According to the summit in Malaysia, Mr. Moua Ge scolded those in- 
tellectuals who would peel Neo Horn's egg for everyone to know. If 
they do this, every last person will see the whole thing. Many 
intellectuals have recognized Moua Ge's accusations and prepare! to 
get to know his words at the table. And everybody is listening 
and watching to see if the settlement is good or evil. 

VANG PAO AND VUE MAI CONSPIRE TO KILL BOONMEE BLIAYA 

Mr. Vang Pao and Vue Mai conspired to kill Boonmee because they 
were afraid he would rise up to have power over them. Before 
killing Boonmee they worked under the table with Mr. Kaysone [the 
prime minister of Laos] . But now they've been arrested and can no 
longer live in Thailand. Now they are plotting to kill many Hmong 
intellectuals, so we ask you to be careful. 

VUE MAI AND VUE KUE 

Mr. Vue Mai and Vue Kue have been willing to work under the table 
with Kaysone. Now the Thai are searching for them to arrest them. 
Mr. Vue Kue ran to Vientiane, Laos. Mr. Vue Mai is looking for a 
place to hide. Everybody keep a lookout for where they will ap- 
pear next. 

We beseech all the Hmong to save this letter and use it to show 
everyone what kind of heart our leaders really have. Save this 
dire letter and still more dire news will follow. 


A GROUP OF JOURNALISTS 
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CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 
SECRET 
CONFIDENTIAL 
UNCLAS E F T O 
UNCLAS 

Dat e 1/19/90 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


TO 


: DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTN: CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, 

SSA| 


FROM : SAC, LOS ANGELES (9A-MP-29834) (SARA/C-1) (RUC) 


SUBJECT: VANG PAO; 

UNSUBS: 


b6 

b7C 


EXTORTION 
OO: MINNEAPOLIS 


> VICTIM; 


Re Los Angeles airtel to the Bureau, dated 12/14/89. 

For information of receiving offices, a review of the 
1989 GTE Banning/Beaumont City telephone direct ory determined 
that there were no listings for i l or I I 


Inquiry of the Banning City Utilities Department, 1 434 West 
Ramsp.y, Banning. Calif ornia determined that neither 


I fy> r 

I — - — \°£l 

with [ 


are receiving utility service. 


Contact 
] California 


determined that the Banning Police Department has had no contact 

! J-1- _ • I I I 


with either 


or 


In addition, computerized inquiries were made of the 
California Department of Motor Vehicles (CDMV) , Sacramento, 
California, regarding driver's license and vehicle registration, 
and the California Automated Criminal History System (ACHS) , 
regarding Criminal Identification and Inform ation (CII) . No 
information could be located under the names | | or 
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Inasmuch as all logical investigation has been 
conducted, Los Angeles considers this matter RUC'd. 

2^Bureau 
/^Minneapolis 
1-Los Angeles 
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FM FBI MINNEAPOLIS ( 9A-MP-29834) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI/ROUTINE/ 

FBI LOS ANGELES/ROUTINE/ 
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UNCLAS 


CITE; .//3480// 

PASS; BUREAU - CID, SSA 
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SUBJECT; VANG PAO; UNSUBS j EXTORTION, OC .* f*r\ 

RE MINNEAPOLIS AIRTEL TO DIRECTOR, DATED 1/25/90, 

ON 1/29/90 AND 2/5/90, MINNEAPOLIS WAS IN CONTACT WITH 
RELIABLE SOURCE WHO HAS SUPPLIED INFORMATION CONCERNING SUBJECT 
IN PAST, SOURCE ADVISED THAT VANG PAO IS BACK IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND IS ACTIVE THROUGH HIS FRONT ORGANIZATION NEO HOM. HE 
IS ACTIVE IN THE SANTA ANA AND SAN DIEGO AREA, HE HAS RECENTLY 
ISSUED A CHALLENGE IN A SPEECH THAT THE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE 








b6 

b7C 



REFERRED TO HIM AS A CRIMINAL SHOULD TRY AND ARREST HIM NOW THAT 


HE IS BACK IN THE UNITED STATES. PAO AND NEO HOM HAVE ALSO 
REPORTEDLY 


IN 


THE UNITED STATES. SOURCE ONLY KNEW THE IDENTITY OF ONE OF THESE 
PEOPLE, 


WORK TELEPHONE NUMBER 


RESIDENCE PHONE NUMBER 


HE IS 


REPORTEDLY ASSOCIATED WITH 


| WAS REPORTEDLY DAMAGED BY GUNFIRE IN 

RETALIATION FOR PREVIOUS ANTI-PAO STATEMENTS. 

VANG PAO IS ALSO REPORTEDLY COLLECTING MONEY FOR A 
GOVERNMENT IN EXILE HE IS SETTING UP NEAR THE LAOTIAN-THAI 
BORDER. ARTICLES IN ASIAN NEWSPAPERS REFER TO THIS ACTIVITY AND 
THE LAOTIAN GOVERNMENT HAS REPORTEDLY ATTEMPTED TO BOMB THESE 
LOCATIONS. 

PAO REPORTEDLY SPENDS TIME AT NEO HOM HEADQUARTERS AND 
VISITS TWO OF HIS WIVES WHO ARE IN THE LOS ANGELES AREA. PAO 
REPORTEDLY HAS SEVEN WIVES IN TOTAL. 
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LEAD; 


INTERVIEW 


LOS ANGELES DIVISION AT SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA - CONTACT AND b6 

REGARDING RECENT DEATH THREATS TO HIM AND b7C 




OTHERS IN THE HMONG COMMUNITY. SPECIAL EMPHASIS BY LOS ANGELES 
SHOULD BE MADE TO TYING DEATH THREATS DIRECTLY TO VANG PAO OR NEO 
HOM. 


BT 
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he following investigation was conducted by SA 
on January 11, 1990 at Stockton, California: 


arrest record for 

I 


ton, California. 

advised she 

H 



jstockton Police 
could locate no 


a dvised that h e/she could locate no names under 
J however, he/she did locate the 


or 


following names wnicn were similar in spelling: 
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, 

1 1 California, home 

telephone 1 

1 business 

telephone | | 

SSANl 1 

1 1 previous addressl 


California , spous^ 




2) 


-California , 


SSAN | 1 telephone number 1 




spouse 1 I 


3 )[ 


Cal i f o rnia , telephone number! 


SSAN | 

previous add ress [ 


J, California, spouse 


A ^ 

CaJJLfomi a 

home telephone number 


, spouse 


A confi dp.nf.-j 


date of birth 


[ 


ial source at 


California, 

advised there was no name under 
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SSAN 


with 

listed address 


to the residence of 


l_Caiitornia, which is identical 


No fu rther information could be developed pertaining to 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DA III □□*~U SjI DU 0^4 11C 


The following investigation was conducted by Special 


Agent (SA 


AT FRESNO. CALIFORNIA; 


DEPARTMENT , Fresn 
arrest record for 


J 1S I 

which was s: 




FRESNO POLICE 
uld locate no 


I a dvised that the correct spelling of| 
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EXTORTION 

00 : MINNEAPOLIS 


Re Minneapolis airtel to the Bureau, dated 10/25/89; 
and Los Angeles airtel to the Bureau, dated 12/14/89. 

Enclosed for Minneapolis are two original investigative 
inserts and respective copies resulting from investigations in 
Stockton, Merced, and Fresno, California. 

For the information of receiving offices, several 
people were identified with similar spellings of their names in 
relation to leads for Stockton and Fresno, California. 
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residence of I I was determined to be the house owned 
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ATTACHMENT 


NAME: 

PAO, Vang 

AKA : 

Pao Vang 

General Vang Pao 

MON : 

Unknown 

LKA : 

10681 Amber Circle 
Garden Grove, CA 

DOB : 

12/08/29 

5'6"/165 Ibs/blk/brn 

PHY : 

SSN : 

517-90-9892 

CDL : 

A1077984 

CII : 

M92764950 

FBI : 

No record 

OCN : 

No record 

Other: 

Telephone residence 
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(714) 556-4053 
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Lao Family Community, Inc. 

A Non-Profit Organization 

A Note from the Organization 

To every Lao Family Community branch: 

The fiscal agent of Lao Family Community is planning to establish a 
branch in Thailand to help our refugee families in Thailand and 
those still in Laos. 

So we need $60,000 to meet our goal of helping families over there. 

We therefore present the proposal for all Lao Family Community orga- 
nizations to help. To meet this goal, each Lao Family Community 
must give $5,000. Send your $5,000 to Lao Family Community in Santa 
Ana before February 15, 1988. Do not be late. Send the money with 
all due haste. 


Thank you very much for the 
mutual assistance. 

Santa Ana, February 2, 1988 
The president of Lao Family 
Community. 


General Vang Pao 
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X AIRTEL 


2/27/90 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATT'N: CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, 

SSA MONTGOMERY) 

FROM: x SAC, SACRAMENTO { 9A-MP-29834 ) (RUC) 

Y 

VANG PAO; 

UNSUBS ; 

EXTORTION *, 

00: MINNEAPOLIS 


Re Minneapolis airtel to the Bureau, 1/25/90. 

Enclosed for the Bureau and Minneapolis are 
one copy each of a memorandum provided by the STATE OF 
CA, BUREAU OF ORGANIZED CRIME AND CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE 
regarding GENERAL VANG PAO and the LAO FAMILY COMMUNITY, 
INC. 


On 2/15/90,1 | Criminal Intelli- 

gence Specialist, CA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, BUREAU OF 
ORGANIZED CRIME AND CRIMINAL TNTET.T.TGEN qE (BOCCD . TERR ORISM 


CA, 


SECTION, 4949 Broadway, Sacramento, 
provided the above document. He advised BOCCI is basically 
an intelligence gathering organization. 


handles the Asian Groups and is 
well aware of VANG PAO and the LAO FAMILY COMMUNITY , 
INC. ( LFC ) , the UNITED LAO NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT 
(ULNLF) and the NEO HOM. In fact, he 'has voluminous 
information that he is willing to ^are with the FBI 
Case Agent . 


3 - 
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Sacramento 
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9A-MP-29034 


According to 


SA 


CA 


OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, SPECIAL PROSECUTIONS 
UNIT. 110 IZa$ t A Street, Suite 700, San Diego, CA, 92101, 

is another good source regarding investigative 


information on VANG PAO and the LFC. 


The State of CA is currently investigating 
VANG PAO for extorting his people and other possible 
illicit activities i.e. gambling, fraud, narcotics traf- 
ficicing, and attempted murder. The State of CA currently 
has members of VANG PAO's organization under surveillance 
in the San Bernardino, CA area. 


It should be noted that both 


and 


are willing to meet with Bureau Case Agents 


to share information re VANG PAO and his organizations. 


Leads regarding further investigation are being 
left to the discretion of "00”. 
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Refugee leader fuels a 




GEN. VANG PAO 

— King-like figure to Hmong 


By ROYAL CALKINS 
and DENICE A. RIOS 
Bee staff writers 

First of two parts 

The war is not over for the 
Hmong of America. 

Jilted by the U.S. government and 
betrayed by the general who led 
them into battle, they have no real 

home. ..... 

• They have been in exile m Ameri- 
ca for 15 years but they live like 
fresh- refugees in the cheap apart- 
ments and stark projects of Fresno 
and other cities. 

Rather than build new lives, 
many wait for Gen. Vang Pao to 
take them back to Laos. 

They wait, in vain, while Gen. 
Vang Pao and associates high in the 
rigid Hmong hierarchy extract their 
money by exploiting their home- 
si ckness. 

The U.S. government knows what 
is happening but largely ignores it. 





Three decades ago, Vang Pao 
teamed with the U.S. Central Intelli- 
gence Agency to lead a secret 
Hmong army into battle. Though 
the war in Vietnam was not their 
war, the Hmong fought hard and 
paid heavily. 

At the end, many of the Hmong 
soldiers were boys not much taller 
than their rifles. Fifty-thousand 
Hmong were killed — 10 percent of 
the Hmong population. 

Despite the casualties — as many 
as U.S. forces suffered in Vietnam 


Vang Pao reached the top of the 

Hmong hierarchy to become like a 
king to the survivors who were 
forced out of Laos with him. 

Vang Pao has used that unrivaled 
status to pressure the refugees into 
making regular cash payments to 
Neo Horn, the United Front of Na- 
tional Liberation of Laos, also 
known as “the resistance* 

-"Vang Pao and other California- 
based collectors say Neo Horn runs 
an army fighting to win back Laos. 
They say the money buys supplies 
and ammunition for a resistance ef- 
fort on the border of Thailand and 
Laos. 

Armed men loyal to Vang Pao 
have been involved in occasional 
skirmishes, according to radio 
broadcasts by the Laotian govern- 
ment. But official and unofficial 
sources in Southeast Asia contradict 
the general’s claims of a significant 
resistance. 

Many Hmong refugees and lead- 





\ 

/ 


ers across the United States say that 
much of the money collected for 
Neo Horn actually helps support the 
genera] and his collectors. 

One of Vang Pao’s sons and other 
Hmong leaders deny that allegation* 
saying he lives a simple existence 
and cares only about helping his 
people. Vang Pao could not be 


reached for comment, despite re- 
peated attempts. 

Santa Ana resident Xong Moua, 
one of the highest ranking Neo 
Horn officials in the country, de- 
fends the legitimacy of the 
resistance — but he does 

See Hmong, Page A8 


Today: Waiting in vain 

■ The acculturation of thousands of Hmong refugees in tho Unit- 
ed States has been slowed because they cling to a false hope 
of reluming to Laos. 

■ Gen. Vang Pao became the leader of tho Hmong through bat- 
Oefiold prowess and the backing of the CIA, AS. 

Monday: Funding the resistance 

■ In 1979, Hmong leaders talked of establishing an industrial 
community in tne desert of California. The only part of tho plan 
to survive is a system for collecting money from refugees. 


Hmong 

Continued from Page A1 

acknowledge that a sizable amount 
•of the money never makes it to 
• Southeast Asia. 

“I cannot say if it is half or more 
than half [that makes it]," he said. 
“There is corruption everywhere, 
but that cannot stop what is right." 

If Vang Pao is running a war, as 
he says he is, he most likely is vio- 
lating the U.S. Neutrality Act, which 
forbids U.S. citizens such as the 
general from working to overthrow 
a government maintaining diplo- 
matic relations with this country. 

If Neo Horn officials are collect- 
ing money on the pretense of run- 
ning a war but instead are keeping 
the money for themselves, they are 
committing fraud. 

Slow acculturation 

There are 105,000 Hmong in the 
United States — 26,000 of them in 
Fresno County, the largest settle- 
ment outside of Southeast Asia. 
Some have adjusted to become 
teachers and business owners and 
lawyers. Their accomplishments are 
remarkable considering the ex- 
treme language barrier and the fact 
their nearly primitive society had no 
written language until 40 years ago. 

Before Vang Pao pressed them 
into the U.S. war effort, the Hmong 
lived quietly in the mountains of 
Laos. They had almost no contact 
with 20th century technology. Their 
understanding of life came from a 
strong religion drawn from nature 
and focused on ancestors and spir- 
its. 

In Laos, important decisions were 
made by the leadership of the 18 
Hmong clans, which are made up of 
families of the same last name. The 
clan structure was fractured when 
the refugees were scattered to Min- 


nesota and North Carolina and 
Rhode Island. 

Modem America to many Hmong 
has been like a puzzle with missing 
pieces, a television with the sound 
off. 

After centuries of rural life, they 
found themselves living in the worst 
parts of U.S. cities. From self-suffi- 
ciency, they found themselves de- 
pendent on a confusing welfare sys- 
tem that discourages independence. 

This was not what the CIA had 
promised them. 

Isolated and depressed, they turn- 
ed to their leader for help. Vang 
Pao helped himself instead. To keep 
the cash flowing, he fed their 
dreams of home. 

Even some of the poorest refugee 
families continue saving welfare 
dollars for Vang Pao despite grow- 
ing evidence that his army is a 
toothless fraud. 

“The resistance is nothing," said a 
California man who maintains close 
contact with other former Vang Pao 
loyalists in Southeast Asia, “The 
people report from Laos: no money, 
no food, no shoes, no resistance." 

Yet, 'many of the Hmong cling to 
the dream of returning to Laos and, 
as a result, are especially slow to 
adjust to life in this country. 

“They have this tremendous feel- 
ing that their country’s there and 
they will go back,” said Fresno 
County Welfare Director Ernest Ve- 
lasquez. “At least, they’re being told 
by their leader that they will go 
back." 

Funding the resistance 

Since the Hmong make payments 
to Neo Horn in cash, few except 
Vang Pao know how much has 
been collected over the years. 

Neo Horn official Xong Moua 
says the total has been as little as 
$40,000 in some years. 

Others who have been active in 
the collection process claim the an- 


nual total topped $1 million In the 
peak years of 1984 and 1985. 

In a 1985 letter to Hmong leaders 
in the United States, Vang Pao said 
Neo Horn needed $60,000 for medi- 
cine and the money to buy 4,000 
guns, 20,000 uniforms, 60,000 pairs 
of shoes, 20,000 pairs of socks and 
20 handheld radios. 

“If it’s delayed or not coming at 
all, the resistance will die,” the gen- 
eral wrote. 

There is agreement that the pay- 
ments have declined as time has 
taken the shine off Vang Pao’s 
promises to take the refugees home, 
yet it is believed that more than half 
the refugees continue to pay. One 
Vang Pao supporter estimates 80 
percent regularly contribute. 

Many pay because Vang Pao’s 
men say they can never return to 
Laos otherwise. They pay to get on 
Vang Pao’s list of refugees qualified 
to return. 

Some pay because they under- 
stand the money will be used to 
help Hmong fleeing from Laos to 
the relative safety of the refugee 
camps of Thailand. They pay de- 
spite their understanding that much 
of the money will never cross the 
ocean. 

An American who has spent con- 
siderable time in the large Ban Vi- 
nai camp says refugees there com- 
monly believe that much of the 
money collected in the United 
States never gets to the resistance 
in Southeast Asia. 

“There is a joke," he said. “Out of 
one dollar, we only receive a cent.". 

According to numerous Hmong 
leaders, some refugees pay simply 
because of pressure from the 
Hmong hierarchy. 

A number of refugees told The 
Bee they would not discuss Neo 
Horn because they were afraid, a 
reasonable concern in a society that 
has been immersed in guerilla war- 
fare for three decades. 



• 

Several refugees said it is com- 
mon knowledge that Vang Pao dur- 
ing the war years made a point of 
personally executing prisoners in 
public. 

More recently, anonymous death 
threats have gone to those who 
have spoken against him. One letter 
circulated in Hmong communities 
in the United States, Thailand, 
France and Australia contains a 63- 
name hit list. 

“This letter would like to warn 
you to be aware and be prepared at 
all times,” it says in Lao. “Other- 
wise, you will be killed by Gen. 
Vang Pao’s men. The news from 
this letter is real, reasonable and 
there is a plan.” 

One Hmong family tells of a rela- 
tive who they believe was murdered 
by Vang Pao loyalists in the Ban 
Vinai refugee camp in Thailand be- 
cause he was leading an effort to 
persuade camp residents not to pay 
Neo Horn. 

The man was shot once in the 
ribs on May 13, 1987. He was visit- 
ing his sick wife in the hospital 
when a bullet was fired through a 
window, striking him as he sat at 
his wife’s side. 

The relatives have a picture of the 
body with a large red stain on the 
left side of his shirt 

“We have cousins in Thailand 
who were Neo Horn guerillas who 
say they didn’t receive anything. 
The people that collected money 
bought new cars and pew houses. 
They got richer. They realized the 
money wasn’t used tor what they 
said. 

“They told us the money we are 
donating to them was being used to 
buy supplies for the Neo Horn in 
Thailand. But that was a lie. They 
just lie to us.” 

Xong Moua, who acts as some- 
thing of a spokesman for the resis- 
tance, said Neo Horn loyalists have 
been falsely accused of killings car- 


ried out by the Thai military. 

t But if resistance soldiers did kill 
that man, they may have had good 
reason, Moua said. 

“People are killed for different 
reasons,” he said. 

Like dozens of others interviewed 
for this article, the relatives of the 
dead man asked not to be identi- 
fied. 

Many people want confidentiality 
when they are interviewed by re- 
porters. Most of Vang Pao’s critics 
went further. They insisted on pri- 
vate meetings behind closed doors 
and, even then, spoke his name on- 
ly in whispers. 

Their fear seemed almost tangi- 
ble, adding to the clear impression 
that the Hmong in America operate 
under their own set of rules, which 
the U.S. government anct citizenry 
have only started to understand. 

Ruth Hammond, a Minneapolis 
writer, received death threats in the 
mail last year after writing articles 
raising questions about the Hmong 
hierarchy. 

A Minnesota man aligned with 
Vang Pao, Lo Vangh, said Ham- 
mond was in actual danger. : 

“We wanted to kill her,* he said. 

Elusive general 

In the early years of exile, Vang 
Pao was headquartered on a Mon- 
tana ranch. Later, he moved to an 
even more unlikely command post 
in a modest subdivision in Orange 
County. 

Now, he is repc “ted to be consid- 
ering moving nis huge family to 
Singapore because of concern that 
his fund-raising activities are be- 
coming too well-known in the Unit- 
ed States and that he is losing his 
mystique. 

The general has been hard to find 
in recent months. Some of his clos- 
est associates say he is in seclusion 
in Thailand. 

Vangxue Vangyi, one of Vang 


Pao’s top advisers, said the general 
is “busy with important things in 
Thailand and cannot be bothered 
with newspapers, which do not tell 
the truth.” 

' Others not as close to the general 
say he may be avoiding investiga- 
tors for a Bangkok bank that is su- 
ing him over an unpaid loan. 1 / ' 
At what is said to be Vang Pa’o's 
primary residence, a modest tract 
nouse in Garden Grove, one of his 
sons denied the general is a profi- 
teer. 

“Basically, he’s dedicated his life 
to the Hmong people,” said Cha 
Vang, one of more than 20 childreh 
bom to Vang Pao’s six wives. ’ 1 

Cha Vang, 24, lives in the House 
with his wife and his motheh A 
portrait of Vang Pao hangs in the 
living room next to a map of Laos. 

Cha Vang, who works for an in- 
surance agency, acknowledged that 
his father has many expenses be- 
cause of his huge family and his 
political responsibilities as a repre- 
sentative of the Hmong. 

“My father is not rich,” he said. “I 
don’t see anybody rich right now. 
What I see as rich is people driving 
around in fancy cars ... I don’t see 
that here.” 

Parked in front of the house were 
two cars registered to the general a 
1979 Chevrolet station wagon and a 
1979 Oldsmobile sedan, neither par- 
ticularly fancy. Parked in the drive- 
way was Cha Vang’s red 1989 
Mitsubishi Impulse sports car. 

Former Hmong military officers 
insist that Vang Pao made a small 
fortune .in Laos through CIA-sanc- 
tioned opium trafficking, but that 
even the drug money is not enough 
to support the general, his travels, 
his family and top advisers. ' 
Retired Army Lt. Col. Fred Caris- 
to, who spent much of his career 
working with hill tribes in South- 
See Laos, Page A9 
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;east Asia, said it was well known 
■among the U.S. military that Vang 
•Pao was heavily involved in opium 
trafficking, but he disputed the no- 
.tion that the general was in the top 
;echelon of the drug lords. 

; Hammond, the Minneapolis writ- 
er who specializes in Hmong issues, 
•wrote in a Washington Post opinion 
‘piece that many Hmong pay Vang 
; Pao even though they are under the 
■apparently mistaken impression 
.that he is one of the world's richest 
Imen. 

I An influential Hmong in Fresno, 
tDang Vang, who is heavily involved 
'with Neo Horn , said it is well-known 
, among the refugees that the general 
,is relatively wealthy because his rel- 
atives were successful farmers in 
jLaos. 

j In divorce papers in Montana, the 
, general gave his occupation as 
j rancher and indicated that his only 
I income before coming to the United 
(States had been his military salary 
<in Laos. His highest pay as a gener- 
jal was the equivalent of $200 a 
{month, he said. 

; In the divorce papers, Vang Pao 
jsaid he was living on $1,500 a 

• month and, from that amount, was 
; helping to support 18 relatives. 

) Another Hmong leader in Fresno, 
;Tony Vang, also defended the gen- 

• eral. 

• “When any Americans see how 
IVang Pao sleeps, how Vang pao 
{eats, they would feel sorry for him,” 
►said Tony Vang, who heads a social 
, service agency founded by the gen- 
leral. “He’s a good person. He feels . 
; sorry for the poor. His purpose is 
[basically to have Laos become free 

< for itself — for the people. That’s all 
!he wants.” 


H ‘Vang Pao was an important man in Southeast Asia until 
1975 but since then, he’s no big cieal,’ said Cambodian 
Gen. Del Dien who has spent the past decade leading a 
legitimate resistance force. 


; Unkept promises 

! If the United States is indebted to 
Jthe general, it is also indebted to his 
; followers. 

i Roughly one-third, or 100,000, of 
Jthe Hmong in Laos and China re- 
jmained neutral during the Vietnam 
j conflict and the secret spinoff wars 
I in Cambodia and Laos. 

! A like number fought with the 
| communists. 

[ The remaining third served under 
t vang Pao’s command as contract 
! soldiers for the CIA. It was a long, 

[ demoralizing war. Laos became the 
[most bombed landscape in the 
j world. It was clearly understood by 
Jthe Hmong that the U.S. govem- 
! ment promised to take care of them 
J if they lost. 

; Now, they are told there was a 
! misunderstanding and that there is 
! no documentation of the promises. 

J In St. Paul, Minn., Hmong leader 
{ and Neo Horn activist Lo Vangh es- 
i timates that 80 percent of the refu- 
J gees in the U.S. regularly pay Neo 
JHom because of their disenchant- 
{ ment with the United States. 

» The refugees have been provided 
! with food and shelter, such as it is, 

I Lo Vangh said. What they expected, 
j he said, were homes and land 
• where they could farm like they did 
J in Laos before the bombing started. 


! “The government let us down 
; from the promise made to us in the 
1 1960s,” he said. w \Ve were promised 
. that we’d be taken care of. Now, we 
J still believe it’s a good cause to fight 
• for freedom and democracy in Laos. 
The idea of returning is not a fanta- 
sy.” 

The more prevalent view, howev- 
er, is that the chances of returning 
are negligible because the commu- 
nists now are so firmly entrenched 
that even the U.S. military couldn't 
move them out. 

As with other refugee groups, the 
younger Hmong are breaking from 
old ways. School-age children have 
adapted well. Older teen-agers and 
young adults are finding themselves 
somewhat alienated from both soci- 
eties, but still have little use for 
Vang Pao and his talk of a country 
they never knew. 

. * Those who continue to invest 
money and energy in Vang Pao are, 
primarily, the middle-aged and the 
elderly. 

.* “For the people bom in this coun- 
try, probably they don’t want to go 
back to Laos,” said a Santa Ana 
man who was a high-ranking officer 
in Vang Pao’s command. “But for 
the old people, it’s hard for them to 
assimilate to this culture, so if there 
is even a slight chance, they want to 
go back.” 


Khamchong Luangpraseut, for- 
merly a key figure in Vang Pao’s 
.resistance, tells of a touching mo- 
ment during a trip to the United 
Nations several years ago. 

Vang Pao was at the United Na- 
tions with several other deposed 
'Laotian government officials visit- 
ing from Paris. An old refugee liv- 
ing on the East Coast slowly ap- 
roached the general and handed 
im at least $600 in small bills 
wrapped in a red handkerchief, 
j ; : ( "It was probably his life savings,” 
I ‘-Luangpraseut said. “What he did 
| ‘not know is that the money was 
! used for luxury hotel rooms for the 
visitors.” 


Government inattention 

U.S. government and social ser- 
vice agencies recognize that the 
Hmong resettlement is a failure. 
,They do not, however, seem to un- 
derstand^^ — - 

Among the reasons, The Bee 
found in a six-month inquiry, is the 
government’s inability or unwilling- 
ness to delve into Vang Pao’s activi- 
ties. 

Government agencies and refu- 
gee support groups regularly study 
the slow acculturation of the 
Hmong in the United States. They 
key on language and cultural barri- 
ers. For various reasons, they ig- 
nore the impact of Vang Pao and 
his phantom resistance. 


The best explanation is that most 
of what is known about the Hmong 
comes from the Hmong leadership, 
which is tightly linked to Vang Pao 
politically and financially. 

Government agencies, the news 
media and other organizations 
seeking information on the Hmong 
routinely start by contacting the pri- 
mary Hmong social services agen- 
cy, Lao Family Community. 

The government-funded Lao 
Family was founded by Vang Pao. 
He no longer holds any office in the 
organization, but the agency and 
many of its senior officials are key 
parts of the Neo Hom financial 
pipeline. 

Lao Family officials in Santa Ana, 
Fresno and Minnesota deny any di- 
rect tie between the agency and the 
resistance but they do not deny that 
some refugees deliver their resis- 
tance payments to Neo Hom offi- 
cials working in Lao Family offices. 

Phillip Hawkes, director of the 
federal Office of Refugee Resettle- 
ment until 1986, said Hmong refu- 
gees had told his agency “that Lao 
Family encouraged people to stay 
on welfare because it maximized 
the support for the resistance.” 

Hawkes said his agency had no 
proof. Lao Family officials deny the 
allegation. 


/ 


Dead-end investigations 

Why the government has not in- 
tervened is open to speculation. 

The government may feel indebt- 
ed to Vang Pao from the war years 
or because, for a time, he helped in 
the continuing search for remains 
of missing GIs in Southeast Asia. 
One federal agent speculated that 
someone with Vang Pao’s history 
and connections would be a valu- 
able informant for any of several 
U.S. government agencies. 

Retired Army Col. Caristo worked 
with the CIA in Southeast Asia and 
has researched Vang Pao’s activities 
in the United States and overseas. 
Caristo, now based in Virginia, said 
he believes the agency is protecting 
the general. 

“The agency still wants him in 
their back pocket just in case things 
collapse [in Laos] and they need 
instant stability with the Hmong,” 
Caristo said. “So, there probably are 
still some little retainers and still 
some promises. 

“If they are not paying him, they 
still want to remain on good terms 
and one way is to allow his scams 
to remain uninterrupted.” 

Hawkes, formerly of the Office of 
Refugee Resettlement, says he com- 
plained to the Justice Department 
twice about threats and extortion 
believed to be related to Vang Pao. 

“I turned it over to the U.S. attor- 
ney in Los Angeles,” Hawkes said. 
“I wrote letters to them explaining 
how I came by the information. I 
never heard anything back.” 


Attempts to reach federal officials 
familiar with Hawkes’ correspon- 
dence were unsuccessful. 

Resistance activities have come 
under limited investigation by the 
FBI, which is part of the Justice 
Department, in Orange County and 
in Kansas City, Kan. The inquiries 
sputtered, agents said, because of 
lack of cooperation’ from alleged 
victims. 

Many Hmong refugees are afraid 
to talk to the FBI for fear that it 
would get back to the general. They 
know Vang Pao was close to the 
CIA, so they assume he also has 
friends in the FBI. 

“We can’t get people to talk,” said 
George Vinson, previously of the 
Los Angeles FBI office and now 
head of the Fresno office. “We hear 
things ... but you can’t prosecute 
without someone willing to come 
forward as a victim." 

The Kansas City investigation be- 
gan in 1983 when Hmong leader 
John Xiong complained of receiving 
death threats. He was the head of a 
social service agency seeking gov- 
ernment funds in competition with 
Lao Family Community. 

There were bomb threats and al- 
legations of brake lines being cut. 

“It got real rough out here,” said 
Phil Gutierrez, director of the Kan- 
sas agency that distributes funds for 
refugee programs. 

According to FBI spokesman Max 
Geiman in Kansas City, Xiong al- 
leged in an affidavit that refugee 
families were being forced to make 


payments to Lao Family Communi- 
ty. He also alleged that Vang Pao 
had told Hmong leaders at a meet- 
ing in Santa Ana that the money 
was being used “for the eventual 
overthrow of the communist gov- 
ernment controlling Laos.” 

Geiman said the bureau’s investi- 
gation of the extortion allegations 
was inconclusive, primarily because 
agents could not Find others willing 
to back up Xiong’s statements. 

Geiman said the investigation 
was limited to Xiong’s extortion al- 
legations — agents didn’t look into 
, the broader question of Neutrality 
Act violations. 

The Bee was unable to ubtain any 
details of investigations in Southern 
California. There apparently have 
not been any similar investigations 
in Fresno. 

Although the federal government 
spends $200 million annually on 
welfare and other programs for the 
Hmong, California’s legislative con- 
tingent in Washington seems unin- 
terested in Vang Pao’s activities. 

Roy Greenaway, spokesman for 
Democratic Sen. Alan Cranston, 
commented, “We don’t have any 
ability to get the Justice Department 
or anyone else to investigate any- 
thing. If we think there is a viola- 
tion of the law, we would report it 
just like anyone else would.*’ * 

During a visit to Fresno two 
weeks ago, Cranston said he would 
have his staff research the subject. 
There was no word on the results as 
of Friday. 




Republican Sen. Pete Wilson's of- 
fice politely referred all questions to 
the State Department. 

Before his abrupt resignation 
from Congress, Democrat Tony Co- 
elho of Merced said he was aware 
of complaints against Vang Pao and 
vowed to investigate the general’s 
relationship with the government. 

Rep. Rick Lehman, D-Sanger, and 
Rep. Charles- “Chip” Pashayan, R- 
Fresno, are the congressmen repre- 
senting Fresno’s Hmong communi- 
ty. Pashayan failed to return The 
Bee’s calls after reporters briefed 
his staff on Vang Pao’s activities. 

Lehman said Friday that he had 
never received any calls or letters 
about Vang Pao or the resistance, 
so he was “a little reluctant to go 
, looking for trouble.” 

Lehman did say, however, that he 
would call Coelho. 

Vang Pao’s ability to continue the 
fund raising without government in- 
terference has added to his fear- 
some reputation. 

“It looks like he’s got more powder 
than an American,” said a Hmong 
leader whose name is on the hit list. 
“One person can make a lot of trou- 
ble for the whole community. I 
don’t know why the State Depart- 
ment or anyone else doesn’t protect 
our people. We have suffered 
enough.” 


Token resistance 

Vang Pao traditionally ha^ timed 
his fund-raising visits to Fresno and 
other Hmong population centers to 
coincide with, the Hmong New Year, 
usually in December or January. 

In his speeches in the early 
1980s, he promised that the Hmong 
would celebrate the next new year 
“eating noodles in Vientiane.” Vien- 
tiane is a major city in northern 
Laos. 

In more recent years, he has talk- 
ed of a three- to five-year plan. In 
letters circulated in the Hmong 
community, he talks of the needs of 
the resistance. 

In speeches he says his troops are 
fighting to reclaim parts of Laos 
from the communists. He says his 
men regularly battle Vietnamese 
and Laotian troops along the Thai- 
land-Laos border. 

To back that up, he and his fol- 
lowers circulate videotapes that 
purport to show Neo Horn soldiers 
marching into battle in Laos and 
displaying weapons seized from the 
communists. Tapes seen by U.S. re- 
porters and politicians do not show 
any evidence of actual combat or 
any landmarks to prove that the vi- 
deos were made in or around Laos., 


Vang Pao does command a band 
of loyalists in Thailand, but Hmong 
dissidents, former U.S. military offi- 
cials and others who have studied 
the subject say their primary activi- 
ty is to collect money from other 
‘ Hmong exiles living in the con- 
gested refugee camps. 

Cambodian Gen. Del Dien has 
spent the past decade leading a le- 
gitimate resistance force on the bor- 
der of Cambodia and Laos. In a 
recent interview in Fresno, he said 
he had not seen or heard of any 
Hmong or Laotian resistance in that 
time. 

“Vang Pao was an important man 
in Southeast Asia until 1975 but 
since then, he’s no big deal,” said 
the Cambodian general, whose ac- _ 

tions are sanctioned by the U.S. 
government. “The Vang Pao group 
is not important.* 

Lt. Col. Caristo has researched 
Vang Pao on behalf of the World 
Anti-Communist League headed by 
retired Maj. Gen. John K. Singlaub, 
who is best known for his work 
with Lt. Col. Oliver North as a fund- 
raiser for the Nicaraguan Contras. 

“Sometimes some people lqyal to 
him will run across the border .and 
fire a couple rounds at a Vietnam- 
ese convoy and come back all out of 
breath, but thafs the extent of it,” 
Caristo said. 

“The bottom line is that most of 
the fund raising is not going for 
efforts to help the refugees or to set 
up liberated zones in Laos.” 

Based in part on Caristo’s find- 
ings, Singlaub’s organization turned 
down a request by Vang Pao for 
financial help in 1985. Instead, the 
group provided limited funding to a 
rival group, Chao Fa, headed by 
former Vang Pao lieutenant Pao 
Kao Her. 

“Unfortunately,” Singlaub said, 
“Vang Pao has used his former po- 
sition and the respect he had from 
foreign countries to run a great big 
scam.” 


* 

The bureaucracy’s view 

The State Department appears to 
be caught in the middle — opposed 
to Vang Pao’s activities but nqt ir^a 
position to do much about it. 

Vang Pao once was an important, 
though clandestine, participant in 
U.S. foreign policy. Now, the State 
Department considers him a nui- 
sance because his existence some- 
times interferes with the depart- 
ment’s continuing effort to recover 
remains of U.S. servicemen from 
Southeast Asia. 

A State Department spokesman 
on Southeast Asian affairs said U.S. 
support for Vang Pao would chill 
the already cool relationship be- 
tween the United States and the 
communist countries of Vietnam 
and Laos, which are generally coop- 
erating on the recovery of bodies. 

Periodically, the Laotian govern- 
ment broadcasts denunciations of 
the “bandit Vang Pao” and accuses 
him of trying to stir trouble along 
the Thailand-Laos border. 

“The U.S. government does not 
support or condone the so-called re- 
sistance and, in fact, is against it,” 
the official said emphatically. “We 
recognize the Lao Peoples Demo- 
cratic Republic.” 

The State Department spokesman 
said Vang Pao’s rhetoric also dis- 
turbs negotiations over the future of 
Vietnamese political prisoners. , 

The so-called resistance “is hold- 
ing on to the illusion of the past,” 
the official said. “As far as individu- 
als making money for this, that is 
morally wrong. 

“The war is over. The people who 
won the war are running the coun- 
try now.” 

Before the U.S. involvement in 
Laos, before Vang Pao was a gener- 
al, the most important Hmong lead- 
er was Touby Lyfoung. He once 
said of the young Vang Pao: “He is 
a pure military officer who doesn’t 
understand that after the war there 
is a peace.” 

Monday: Funding the resistance . 
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B The resistance is nothing,’ said a California man who 
maintains close contact with other former Vang Pao 
loyalists in Southeast Asia. The people report from 
Laos: no money, no food, no shoes, no resistance.’ 


Vang Pao and the CIA: A warrior’s rise to power;, 


By ROYAL CALKINS 
^ Bee staff writer 

The Hmong educator was explaining to an Ameri- 
can just how powerful and important Gen. Vang Pao 
is to the Hmong refugees. 

On a napkin he wrote “Ronald Reagan,* who was 
president at the time. 

Several inches above that, he wrote, “God.” 

Halfway in between, he wrote “Vang Pao.” 

He was not exaggerating. Vang Pao, is king, presi- 
dent, general, father figure and near-god to many of 
the 105,000 Hmong rettigees in the United States. 

To his many followers, Vang Pao is the ultimate 
freedom fighter, a man who has devoted his life to 
battling communism. 

* To his many detractors, however, he is a symbol of 
political corruption, a tool of the CIA and, at bottom, a' 
glorified opium trafficker. 

Former Laotian government official Khamchong 
Luangpraseut knows Vang Pao well and is among his 
critics. Like the educator writing on the napWn, he 
k puts Vang Pao somewhere in the middle. 
f “I lay him down and chop him in pieces,” said 
Luangpraseut, making motions like someone slicing a 
loaf of bread into huge chunks. “There are good parts 
and there are bad.” 

Vang Pao was bom to a middle-class family in a 
Laotian village on Dec. 8, 1929. He became a soldier 
13 years later while working as an interpreter for the 
French. 

The French had occupied Laos since the late 1800s 
but were briefly displaced by the Japanese during 
World War II. To help run the Japanese out, the 
French recruited from various ethnic groups living in 
the mountains of Laos. Chief among them were the 
Hmong, considered to be the best Fighters because of 
their strong sense of independence. 

According to numerous histories of the era, French 
intelligence agents also formed a financial partnership 
with the Hmong, buying the local opium crop and 
reselling it to help finance French operations through- 
out Indochina. 


Young Vang Pao started by translating for French 
paratroopers fighting the Japanese. Eventually, he 
joined the French campaign to drive the Nationalist 
Chinese out of the region. 

He was the first of 20 “exceptional* young men sent 
by Hmong leader-king Touby Lyfoung to train at a 
French officers school in Vietnam, British author 
Christopher Robbins wrote in “The Ravens.* 

• Robbins’ book Chronicles a band of U.S. Air Force 
fliers who took part in the then-secret war in Laos in 
the 1960s and 1970s. 

After his tenure at the academy, Vang Pao became 
a commissioned officer in the French army. His fear- 
lessness and tactical skill quickly earned him the 
respect of the Laotian leadership, as well 

Vang Pao would become one of just two Hmong 
generals in the 50-general Laotian army. 

When the French pulled out of Indochina in the late 
1950s, the Americans were there to take their place. 

Like the French before, the U.S. government 
needed someone to lead and recruit anti-communist 
guerrillas. By then, Vang Pao's bravery and battle 
savvy were well-known and the United States was 
geanng up for war. 

In another book on the period, “The Politics of 
Heroin in Southeast Asia,* Alfred W. McCoy wrote, 
“The CIA wanted a real slugger who would take 
casualties, and in a young Meo officer named Vang 
Pao they found him. 

Meo is the Chinese word for Hmong. 

The premise of McCoy's densely documented work, 
published in 1972, is that the CIA’s manipulation of 
politics and people in Indochina did much to revitalize 
the international heroin market. 

Such an assertion, no matter how well-supported, 
seemed so unbelievable at the time that the book 
received relatively little attention. 

Over the years, however, McCoy's book has be- 
come an important source of information about drug 
traffic in Southeast Asia, widely quoted in other books 
and magazine articles. 

According to McCoy, Robbins and other accounts, 


Vang Pao’s dealings with the CIA began in 1961 at the 
end of a three-way civil war in Laos. Vang Pao had 
become commander of the far-right forces, and the 
intelligence agency put its considerable weight behind 
him. 

“To build up his army, Vang Pao’s officers and the 
CIA operatives . . ♦ flew to scattered Meo villages in 
helicopters,” McCoy wrote. “ ... Offering guns, rice 
and money in exchange for recruits, they leapfrogged 
from village to village.” 

When Hmong men resisted recruitment, Vang Pao 
•branded them Pathet Lao — communists. Years later, 
he often would use the same tactic agains' his detrac- 
tors in the United States. 

* In July 1962, the United States and Soviet Union 
signed the Geneva Agreements on Laos, meaning the 
U.S. government could no longer officially operate 
inside the country. 

The CIA simply moved its official base to Thailand 
and recruited civilians to perform government func- 
tions inside l.aos. 

Initially, at least, the CIA did not actively encourage 
the Hmong to grow opium. Inadvertently, however, 
the agency helped revitalize the opium trade, accord- 
ing to McCoy and Robbins. Smugglers who tradition- 
ally handled Hmong opium had been frozen out of the 
region by a rival Laotian army. By building a network 
of landing strips to accommodate U.S. surveillance 
and reconnaissance planes, the CLA also provided the 
smugglers with a new way in and out, according to 
McCoy and others. 

McCoy, Robbins and former Vang Pao associates 
interviewed by The Bee contend that Van^ Pao soon 
became directly involved in opium trafficking. 

According to McCoy, the CIA later set up an airline, 
Xieng Khouang Air Transport, which was financially 
controlled by Vang Pao and which quickly became a 
significant carrier of opium out of northern Laos. 

McCoy contended that Vang Pao’s involvement 
grew in 1970, when he opened a laboratory in the 


Laotian town of Long Tieng. He also reported that 
U.S. officials had ‘‘piously denied Vang Pao was 
f involved in opium traffic, despite “overwhelming evi- 
dence.” Repeated attempts by The Bee to reach Vang 
Pao were unsuccessful. 


The war was devastating for the Hmong. Vang 
Pao’s troops fought against the communist Pathet Lao 
and. on behalf of the U.S. military and intelligence 
interests, took on some of the toughest, behind-the- 
iines missions. 


- Well before the Pathet Lao overran Laos and drove 
Vang Pao and his followers out of the country, McCoy 
wrote: 


“After three years of nearly constant retreat, Vang 
Pao's Meo followers were at the end of the line . . . 
Most of the Meo men have no desire to continue 
fighting for Gen. Vang Pao. They bitterly resent his 
most flamboyant excesses.” A former officer in Vang 
Pao’s command told The Bee that the general fre- 
quently invested the monthly payroll provided by the 
Laotian government while telling his soldiers the 
money had been delayed. 

fe Members of one unit went on strike in the woods 
*and took up arms again only after Vang Pao dropped 
their money to them from a CLA helicopter, the officer 
said. 


“The Ravens” also portrays Vang Pao as a cruel 
warlord. 

Robbins wrote that a CIA agent demanded to inter- 
rogate a half-dozen prisoners captured by the Hmong 
soldiers: 


“Vang Pao nodded to an aide, who immediately had 
the men taken outside and shot. The CIA man took 
the point [and said], “What I meant to say, general, is 
that I would appreciate it if you allow us to interro- 
gate the prisoners, please.” 

But Robbins, too, found a positive side. 

He reported that Vang Pao was as committed to the 
progress of his people as he was to the war, that he 


' took financial responsibility for widows and orphank* 
created by the war. >***"* 

**» t f| 

“Personal gain was not a priority for Vang Pao, who* 
put what he perceived to be the best interests of hifi< 
people first,” Robbins wrote. “Besides, his ability ’tot 
enrich himself was admired by his followers, and thfc» r 
exterior signs of his advancement merely proved' *0 
the Meo the high regard in which he was held by the' 
Laotian leadership and the United States.” 

* When the Lao government fell to the communists in » 
1975, Vang Pao began an exodus of Hmong out of thfc; 
mountains. He and a group of 2,000 Hmong leaders^ 
were airlifted out first. While most of his followers* 
slowly made their way to Thailand, where refugee: 
camps were established, Vang Pao and his farrtily*. 

‘ became the vanguard of the continuing Hmong migra-c 
tion to the United States. :! i 

..'Si- 

He came with most of his children, reportedly as, 

* many as 29, and all six of his wives, although the USj 
government required that he divorce five of them, 
first. Polygamy was legal and common among th<?i 
Hmong of Laos. uo*> 

With few exceptions, Vang Pao’s followers movqd 
into the low-rent areas of U.S. cities — Chicago 
Providence, Seattle, Portland, Long Beach. The geneifo 
al took up residence on a 400-acre barley ranch in tH$ 
postcard beauty of the Bitterroot Valley of Montana^,, 

jim 

With that purchase, debate began in the Unitefl. 
States over Vang Pao’s personal wealth. , 

The ranch cost $360,000, and the large, rundowH; 
house he moved his relatives into cost $50,000 itiq$^ 
Hamilton County land records indicate Vang Pao pafd 
in cash. ' \ ’ 

Numerous published reports speculated that tbtej 
CIA put up the money. The property is near the 
longtime family home of the late Jerry Daniels, a CIA : 
agent who was one of Vang Pao’s primary contact? 
during the war. 4 Jt 


Numerous published reports speculated that tbfe’* 
CIA put up the money. The property is near tfie 
longtime family home of the late Jerry Daniels, a CfA’l 
agent who was one of Vang Pao’s primary contact ? 3 
during the war. J J :i£ 

Vang Pao’s adversaries in the Hmong community-' 
are quicker to suggest that it was Vang Pao’s ovytr,| 
money, proceeds from opium trade. , ,, 

Vang’ Pao could not have accumulated such. dri! r 
amount from his Laotian military paycheck. In ap : ' 
affidavit filed as part of one of his divorces in 1984;; 
Vang Pao oaid his salary from 1960 to 1975 had beerir* 
100,000 Laotian kip a month or roughly $200. 

Vang Pao has since sold the ranch, apparently a i J 
part of a divorce settlement. A 

r into 

Friends and relatives of Vang Pao say his primary 
residence now is a modest tract house in Garden 
Grove in Orange County. One of his former wives > 
lives there with a son and his family. 

\c: 

The general generally travels with the youngest trf \ 
the wives, who now is believed to be in Singapore ** 
looking to buy two homes. The general reportedly is • 

considering a move. > ,L 4 ' 

Since he has been in the United States, Vang Paa ; , 
has primarily identified with Hmong and Laotian poU- . 
tics, but his name also has surfaced in American 
controversies. 

In 1981, Vang Pao became involved with the pri- 
vately funded efforts of former Green Beret Lt. Col/>’ 
James “Bo” Gritz to find U.S. servicemen missing in i 
action in Laos. , 7 

The general provided two groups of Thailand-based* 
soldiers to Gritz at the request of U.S. Rep. Robert., 
Doman, R-Garden Grove. 

The mission was unsuccessful and Gritz later n 
charged, again and again, that his efforts had been . 
sabotaged by U.S. intelligence agents concerned tha{ 
he would uncover evidence of U.S. involvement i£ / 
drug trafficking. , 


• , Serving Fresno, Tulare, Kings, Madera, Merced and Mariposa counties . 



Refugees waif in vain to 


return home 



Fr»*no BM/Marfc Crow* 

At a Fresno housing project, Lee Pao Moua prepares to take a picture of his mother, Yeng Ztong, to send to relatives in 
Milwaukee. Hmong leaders say the elderly are having a particularly hard time acculturatmg to the United States. 



Today: Funding 
the resistance 

■ In 1979, Hmong leaders 
talked of establishing an 
industrial community in 
the desert of California. 
The only part of the plan 
to survive is a system for 
collecting money from 
the refugees. 

Yesterday: 

Waiting in vain 

■ The acculturation of thou* 
sands of Hmong refu- 
gees in the United States 
has been slowed be- > 
cause they cling to a 
false hope of returning to 
Laos. 



Hmong of Banning live 
hand-to-mouth existence 


By ROYAL CALKINS 
and DENICE A. RIOS 

Bee staff writers 


Second of two parts 

Banning is a gritty truck-stop 
town on the highway between Los 
Angeles and Indio. Not really in the 
mountains, not quite in the desert, it 
is no one’s idea of the promised 
land. It is home to 800 Hmong refu- 
gees who are beginning to wonder 
why they are there. 

The Hmong of Banning are living 
remnants of a decade-old plan to 
reclaim their homeland in Laos. 
They are the peas in Gen. Vang 
Pao’s international shell game. 

They live in an isolated subdivi- 
sion on the edge of town and near- 
by in a Spartan apartment complex. 
Other people in Banning call the 
area Hmongtown. 

Seventy percent of the refugee 
families are on welfare. 

The men who work make mini- 
mum wages as machine operators 
or in light assembly. The women 
sew or travel 20 miles in vans to 
Palm Springs to work as hotel 
maids, also at'minimum wage. 

It is a hand-to-mouth existence. 
An older Hmong man who would 
rather live almost anywhere else 
says the Hmong of Banning have no 
dreams except the fantasy of home. 

Though they have not benefited 
from his plan, the Hmong of Ban- 
ning are still among the top sup- 
porters of Vang Pao, the strongman 
who persuaded the Hmong of Laos 
to fight for the U.S. government 
during the war in Vietnam. 


When the communists overran 
Laos in 1975, Vang Pao and his 
followers were forced out. 

Vang Pao was part of a serious 
resistance force fighting to win 
back the country until 1979 when 
the communists broke the back of 
the resistance. 

There is still a resistance today, 
known as Neo Horn, but Southeast 
Asia watchers agree that its chances 
of reclaiming Laos are negligible. 

The resistance. The Bee found in 
a six-month inquiry, exists mainly 
as a fund-raising tool for Vang Pao 
and as a dream for the Hmong in 


the United States — the Hmong of 
Fresno, the Hmong of St. Paul, the 
Hmong of Banning. 

Desert dream 

If Vang Pao was the muscle of the 
post- 1979 resistance, Khamchong 
Luangpraseut was to be the brains. 

Before the fall of Laos, Luangpra- 
seut was the government informa- 
tion minister. He was educated in 
Warsaw and Paris and speaks eight 
languages. 

Now, he is director of bilingual 
programs for the Santa Ana Unified 
School District in Orange County. 


He also is highly active in the poli- 
tics of refugees. 

In 1979, Luangpraseut ap- 
proached Vang Pao and other Lao- 
tian leaders with an elaborate pro- 
posal. He believed the communist 
regime still could be beaten if a 
revitalized resistance movement 
could be backed with enough mon- 
ey. 

Luangpraseut’s idea was to back 
the effort through some old-fash- 
ioned American-style capitalism — 
by creating a Hmong industrial col- 
ony in the desert east of Los An- 
geles. 

Refugee men from the camps of 
Thailand would be flown to the 
United States and taken to camps to 
be built at Perris Lake near River- 
side. 

The men would receive intensive 
instruction in American laws and 
customs and would be trained to 
work at ; a factory, most likely a fur- 
niture plant. 

For public relations reasons, no 
government help would be accept- 
ed. There would be no welfare. 

Eventually there would be profits 
from the factoiy and from the in- 
crease in Southern California land 
prices. The money would finance 
the reclaiming of Laos and the fami- 
lies would be reunited. 

As seed money for the resistance, 
each family would contribute $100 
each month. With 10,000 families 
participating, the resistance would 
have a cash flow of $1 million a 
month from the start. 

“That’s the only part of the plan 
that Vang Pao ever used,” Luang- 
praseut said in an interview in Or- 
ange County. 


‘I will not pay* 

Vang Pao and other collectors tell 
refugees that the money they con- 
tribute to Neo Horn buys supplies 
and ammunition for the resistance 
waging the battle to reclaim their 
homeland. 

Most of the payments come from 
families living on welfare or on the 
wages of menial jobs. They make 
monthly payments of $10 to $20 to 
keep their names on a list of those 
eligible for return to Laos. 

“Myself, they came to my house 
and said you must pay $100 or 
when we get the country back you 
cannot go,” said a Hmong man who 
had a professional position in Laos 
but now works odd jobs to support 
his family in California. 

“I said, ‘Why you talk like that?’ 
Laos is my country. I will not pay to 
go back to my country. When you 
go back, 1 go back.” 

Those who pay receive four-color 
certificates — white, green, red and 
purple — proving their right to re- 
turn. 

In the early 1980s, many Hmong 
families in the United States proud- 
ly mounted the certificates on their 
living-room walls. Most stopped dis- 
playing the papers in the past cou- 
ple of years, however, because of 
rumors that Vang Pao’s influence 
with the U.S. government has 
slipped and that the government 
eventually will investigate him for 
violating the Neutrality Act. yang 
Pao is a naturalized U.S. citizen, 
and U.S. citizens are prohibited 
from waging their own personal 
wars. 

“The people are nervous, afraid 
they (the certificates] will get taken 
away” by the U.S. government, said 
the California man who refused to 
pay- 


"’When the contributions started 

declining in recent years, Vang Pao 
and his collectors began selling gov- 
ernment appointments, numerous 
refugees said. 

Some relatively affluent and in- 
fluential Hmong make regular pay- 
ments of $500 to $1,000 to Vang 
Pao in exchange for his promise 
that they will receive government 
appointments when the homeland is 
recaptured. 

They continue to pay despite peri- 
odic defections of Vang Pao loyal- 
ists who complain that the money 
isn’t reaching Southeast Asia. 

"You have to keep paying even if 
you doubt him," said an Orange 
County man who was among the 
founders of Lao Family Community, 
an agency founded to aid the refu- 
gees. "If you stop paying, you lose it 
(the government job]. It’s sort of 
like annual membership dues.” 

That man, and others interviewed 
for this article, believe that Neo 
Horn has turned out to be a fraud, 
its primary aim to help support 
Vang Pao, his large family, and his 
closest associates in the Hmong hi- 
erarchy. 

One of Vang Pao’s sons and other 
Hmong leaders deny that charge. 
They say he lives a simple life and 
and cares only about his people. 
Despite repeated attempts, Vang 
Pao could not be reached for com- 
ment. 


The Banning colony 

Sending refugees to Banning was 
as close as anyone came to creating 
a desert industrial colony. There is 
some debate about whether it was 
the idea of Vang Pao or one of his 
sons, Paul, who works for the wel- 
fare department in Orange County. 

Refugee families were urged to 
move to Banning and nine modest 


homes were purchased in Vang 
Pao‘s name in the subdivision on 
the edge of town. 

Vang Pao may not have sanc- 
tioned the venture. He and Paul 
have parted ways and rarely see 
each other, according to friends of 
both men. 

Yet, the Hmong of Banning un- 
derstood that they moved there as a 
step toward moving back to Laos. 
They are still waiting for the next 
step. 

Unlike the Hmong of Fresno, the 
Hmong of Banning still display their 
certificates in their living rooms. On 
one block of the subdivision, three 
families each paid $500 to Vang 
Pao’s resistance in April. 

One contributor said he pays be- 
cause Vang Pao promises to make 
him a police chief when they return 
to Laos, 

A neighbor called him a fool. 

In slow, rhythmic English, the 
neighbor said, “I wish I had the 
power to snap my fingers and make 
Vang Pao go away. He has stolen so 
mucn money from poor ignorant 
people. 1 hate him.” 



Fresno Bee 


Roots of resistance 

The official name of the resis- 
tance is the United Front of Nation- 
al Liberation of Laos, better known 
by the Laotian name Neo Horn . 

It is a govemmcnt-in-exile found- 
ed in 1982 in Paris by eight men 
who had been ‘officials of the Lao 
government before 1975. 

At the height of the fund raising 
in 1984, all eight came together for 
a meeting at the Airport Holiday 
Inn in Fresno, according to Hmong 
leaders in Fresno. 

One of the founders, Sisouk Na 
Champassak, 57, a former Laotian 
defense minister, died in 1985 at 
Vang Pao's home in Orange Coun- 
ty^. . 

The president, Chao Phagna 
Luang Muongchanh Outhong Sou- 
vannavong, lives in Australia. The 
others live in France. 

Of the eight, Vang Pao is the only 
Hmong. Significantly, he is the only 
one living in the United States, 


where most of the refugees also ■’ 
live. He is vice president for military- 
affairs. 

Over the years, Vang Pao has 
traveled extensively on Neo Horn 
business, visiting other Neo Horn 
officials in Paris, and flying often to 
Thailand, according to his associ- 
ates. 

However, according to Luangpra- 
seut and other critics, Neo Horn 
supporters never have, received de- 
tails of his activities, or any ac- 
countings of the funds. 

A leader of the Hmong commu- 
nity in Fresno said Vang Pao’s fail- 
ure to explain his plans or his fi- 
nances has had much to do with the 
decline of the resistance. 

"The records are in the trash,” he 
said. 




Lao Family’s role 

Vang Pao also was instrumental 
in the formation of another organi- 
zation that many say is a key part of 
the so-called resistance. : ■ 
Officially, Lao Family Community 
Inc. was incorporated as a tax-ex- 
empt, non-profit agency to provide 
social services for the Hmong refu- 
gees who were then streaming into 
the country. 

Unofficially, the agency was in- 
tended t) oversee the resistance 
movement in the United States, ac- 
cording to Luangpraseut and other 
men involved in the formation, al- 
though current Lao Family officials 
deny any direct connection. 

Early on, spirits were high in the 
Lao Family headquarters in Santa 
Ana. 

"We had a lot of dreams,” Luang- 
praseut said. "We were going to 
fight to go back.” 

The enthusiasm faded, however, 
as Vang Pao quickly began using 
the organization to collect money 
for the resistance, according to 
Luangpraseut and others who re- 
quested confidentiality. 

Two former officers in the Lao- 
tian army, who worked for Lao 
Family from the start, said Vang 
Pao refused to account for the or- 
;ganization’s money. 

"In a meeting with us he said 
everything would be under the table 
and only he would decide how the 
money would be spent," one of the 
former employees said. 

Quickly, there was a falling out 
between Luangpraseut and others 
closer to Vang Pao. 

Vangzue Vangyi, the first execu- 
tive director of the Lao Family in 
Santa Ana, remains close to Vang 
Pao and is one of the most active 
participants in Neo Horn, according 
to associates and relatives. 

Luangpraseut, on the other hand, 
is one of the few non-Hmong whose 
name is on a letter widely circulated 
in the Hmong community that tar- 
gets 63 Vang Pao critics for execu- 
tion. 









Collection system 

Money for the resistance is col- 
lected through the 18 clans that 
govern many aspects of Hmong 
lives. The Vangs are a clan. The 
Yangs are a clan. There also are the 
Fha clan, the Her clan and the Lee, 
the Moua, Xiong. Lor, Vue and 
Thao, the Kong, Hang, Cha, Fang, 
Kha, Kue, Chue and Cheng/ 

“If the clan leader says pay, you 
pay,” said Luangpraseut. 

Because the contributions are in 
cash, it is impossible to document 
the flow with certainty. Still, the 
identities of the collectors and the 
relative lavishness of their lifestyles 
are well known within the Hmong 
community. 

According to Hmong leaders 
across the country, collections for 
the eastern United States are over- 
seen by an Orange County man 
named Mouage Mouantoua. Despite 
repeated attempts, The Bee was not 
able to reach him for comment. 

I-ast week the telephone was dis- 
connected at Mouantoua’s Fountain 
Valley home. A receptionist at the 
Lao Family Community office in 
Santa Ana, where he spends much 
of his time, said Friday she had not 
seen him for a month and that she 
believed he is moving out of the 
country. 

According to Neo \ Horn official 
Xong Moua of Santa Ana and oth- 
ers interviewed in Fresno and Min- 
nesota, collections in California and 
most of the western United States 
arc overseen by an Orange County 
man named Vang Fong. 

Vang Fong is a chubby 50-year- 
old who wears Hawaiian shirts and 
a gold necklace. He lives with his 
wife and her family in a $270,000 
split-level house in Westminster, 
Orange County. 

His wife’s part-time factory job 
pays less than $7 an hour. Vang 
Fong says he volunteers much of 
his time as a community trouble- 
shooter for Lao Family Community 
and does not have a paying job. 


Vang Fong travels extensively, 
usually to Fresno and other West 
Coast cities with sizable Hmong 
populations. Lao Family pays his 
expenses. 

Hmong leaders in Orange County 
and Fresno say Vang Fong was not 
a rich man in Laos, so they wonder 
how his family can live well in ex- 
pensive Southern California. 

Vang Fong reportedly tells people 
that his sons support nim and that 
he has been a frequent winner in 
the Thai lottery, a Bangkok-based 
gambling game. 

In an interview at the Lao Family 
office in Santa Ana, he said some 
Hmong may be confused about his 
role, lie said refugees sometimes 
give him money to be sent to their 
relatives in Thailand. 

“Sometimes 1 f ollow the money to 

Thailand,” he said. 

He essentially denied involve-* 
ment with the resistance. 

“Tell me who says 1 collect fon - 
Vang Pao,” he demanded. “Tell me'; 
who say I keep the money. Brihg/ 
me names.” > 

Told that there are many but that,; 
they are afraid to have their names}'* 
mentioned, he responded, “See, no:/ 
proof.” >;*; 

Videotaped appeals ' > 

Two miles from Vang Fong’s Or-' ; 
ange County home, Xong Moua and 
his young family livq in a subsidized . 
apartment. 

Moua works for the resistance/* 
His job is to solicit funding from the; 
U.S. government and anti-commu-’! 
nist organizations but is not directly* 
involved in soliciting money from< 
individuals. J 

He says he has had little success.'. 4 , 
He also acknowledges that not all': 
the money meant for the resistance ', 
makes it to Southeast Asia. 

“I cannot say if it is half or more 
than half [that makes it),” he said. 
“There is corruption everywhere, 
but that cannot stop what is right. 
Vang Fong is Vang Fong. He care 
about money. I do not.” 


XongMoua slips a videotape into 
his VCR. Neo Horn propaganda, it 
shows a Hmong village supposedly 
burned by communist Vietnamese 
on Feb. 15, 1988. 

The tape shows families living in 
the woods and widows crying with 
their babies. It shows children har- 
vesting roots because the rice fields 
had been destroyed. 

A man on camera says in Hmong, 
“Please bring this picture to the 
Laotian and Hmong people in the 
United States, France, Australia and 
Thailand and also to the world com- 
munity, especially to the U.S. gov-., 
ernment. Ask them to go to the 
United Nations and condemn the' 
Vietnamese.” 

A hundred men or so walk in 
single file across an airstrip. Xong 
Moua said they were marching 
from Thailand to Laos to fight the 
communists. 

u Neo Horn will live or die depend- 
ing on the will of the people,” Xong ‘ 
Moua said. “A lot of people in thi§ ’ 
country have a lot of people fighting * 
for them inside Laos. If the people 
here give up the donations, the peo- 
ple there will give up the fighting.” ■ 
Proof? - ; 

The videotape is proof, Xong 
Moua said/ 

Does Vang Pao care more about 
money or the resistance? 

“You will have to ask him your- 
self,” Xong Moua said. 


Hard to find 

The Bee has tried repeatedly to 
contact Vang Pao since March with- 
out success. 

His supporters say he is hard to 
find for security reasons; the com- 
munists would kill him if they 
could. 

Others speculate that the general 
is avoiding process servers. 

Bangkok-based Thai Farmers 
Bank sued him two years ago over a’ 
defaulted loan but has not been 
able to serve him. 


The lawsuit is over a $140,000 
loan from Thai Farmers to United 
Lao Development, an entity headed 
by Vang Pao. 

Douglas Carter, a Los Angeles aU 
tomey for the bank, said his investi- 
gators have put a lot of time and 
energy into finding the general but 
with no luck. 

In February, Carter obtained a 
court order in Los Angeles compel- 
ling one of Vang Pao’s sons, Chong, 
to answer questions about the gen- 
eral's whereabouts. »■ 

Chong Vang had not honored the 
order as of late last week. Carter, 
said. 

In 1981, United Lao Development, 
invested approximately $750,000 in 
a small Garden Grove grocery store. 
Best Foods Market, according to 
bank records. 

In a meeting early that year at the 
Papa Cafe in Santa Ana, Vang Paoj 
told staff members of Lao Family** 
that most of the money had been 
contributed by Hmong refugees and » 
that profits from the market would 
go toward financing the war in 
Laos, according to a man who was ^ 
there. . j 

The market closed in 1982, the ! 
investment gone. 

Santa Ana businessman Patrick \ 
Khamvongsa acquired 6,335 shares,' 
of United Lao Development stock in 
December 1981, according to com- , 
pany records. He then spent two*' 
years in Thailand. When he return- ; 
ed, he said, his investment was ; 
“gone, gone, gone” and there was ; 
no explanation. / 

“Vang Pao could not look me in ' 
the eye after that,” Khamvongsa . 
said. 

Khamvongsa said he was told by ; 
fellow investor Souphonh Boun- * 
thong, an employee of Lao Family 
Community in Riverside, that Vang ^ 
Pao had started United Lao to raise " 
money for Neo Horn . 

“It was all a cheat,” Khamvongsa ( 
said. 


„ ‘A lot of people in this country have a lot of peipple 
fiqhting for them inside Laos. If the people here give up > 
the donations, the people there will give up the fighting, 


caiH Vnnn Moua. 


Bounthong said he never could ' 
get an explanation of what hap- ' 
pened to the money because only 
Vang Pa6 knew, and no one was 
willing to ask. 

Bounthong said, “We cannot ask 
anything like that of the boss. He’s * 
the big guy. He is Gen. Vang Pad* * 

According to several sources, in- 
cluding high-ranking officials of 
Lao Family, two of the most impor- 
tant members of Neo Horn in Fres- 
no are -Dang Vang and Kao Vang, 
both of whom are closely associated 
with Lao Family Community. 

In 1986, the men were partners in 
a sewing business that operated out 
of the same building as the Lao 
Family office on East Olive Avenue. 
Dang Vang, an employee of Lao 
Family, was head of the agency’s 
sewing program at the time. 

Earlier, when Lao Family was in 
an office on Mariposa Street in 
downtown Fresno, Dang Vang and 
Kao Vang operated another busi- 
ness from the same address. 

Pang Vang is a nephew of Va- 
ngxue Vangyi, the important advis- 
er io Vang Pao. 

He owns farm property at 650 E. 
Jensen Ave., a small apartment 
complex at 358 N. Valeria St. and a 
rental house at 528 N. 5th St. 

He and his wife, Chong, paid 
S8*t,000 for their home at 2333 N. 
Price Ave. 

Dang Vang told The Bee that he 
does not collect for Neo Horn but he 
understands w'hy people would 
think so since he outspokenly sup- 
ports the organization. 


He said he routinely contributes 
to the resistance to help provide 
food and protection for Hmong ref- 
ugees traveling the dangerous trail 
from Laos to the refugee camps of 
Thailand, 

Dang Vang acknowledged that 
Vang Pao’s troops have little chance 
of success of a military Laos but he 
said they are able provide, some 
protection for the Hmong in Laos. 

The Bee has been unable to con- 
tact Kao Vang, despite repeated 
calls to his office and visits to his 
home in Clovis. A man who looks 
like Kao Vang, who lives in Kao 
Vang's house and who drives a car 
registered to Kao Vang says he is 
not Kao Vang. 

Ban Vlnaf, Calif- 

The largest Hmong refugee camp 
in Thailand is Ban Vinai. It is the 
most vivid illustration of Vang Pao’s 
power and the Hmong disenchant- 
ment with the United States. 

The camp is home to more than 
40,000 Hmong refugees living al- 
most on top of each other. The 
State Department notified 7,000 this 
spring that they were eligible to set- 
tle in the United States. Only 300 
came. The others chose to remain 
in a squalid refugee camp, which is 
operated by the Thai government 
but controlled, many say, by Neo 
Horn. Ban Vinai and other camps 
buzz with gossip about the resis- 
tance and tales of the discrimina- 
tion and technological demons con- 


fronting refugees in the United 
States. 

According to Hmong and Ameri- 
cans who have spent time in the 
camps, Vang Pao promotes those 
accounts to keep his followers in 
Thailand. 

Men loyal to Vang Pao circulate 
cassette tapes of the general talking 
about how close he is to recapturing 
Laos and urging the refugees not to 
board the airplanes to America. 

"The leaders over there don’t 
want those people to come to this 
country," said a Fresno man with 
many relatives in Thailand. “If they 
come here, they don’t have any peo- 
ple left to fight." 

Half a w'orld from Ban Vinai, a 
large apartment complex near the 
southeast Fresno intersection of 
Willow and Kings Canyon avenues 
is occupied almost exclusively by 
Hmong refugees. 

It is a modem, landscaped com- 
plex of two-story buildings. It is 
clean and it has a swimming pool 
and laundry rooms. 

The complex is within walking 
distance of a supermarket. But 
when a produce truck rolls through 
with fresh fruits or vegetables for 
sale, the residents stream out of the 
apartments. There is grass but no 
place for gardens like home. 

The Hmong of Fresno call the 
complex Ban Vinai. They are, after 
all these years, still refugees waiting 
to go home. 


A tale of betrayal 


At a Fresno housing project, Lee Pao Moua prepares to take a picture of his mother, Yeng Ziong, to send to relatives in 
Milwaukee. Hmong leaders say the elderly are having a particularly hard time acculturating to the United States. 
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Nearly two out of every three Hmong in 
Fresno County are on welfare. 

It’s a statistic that would alarm most people. 
But Ernest Velasquez, director of the county’s 
Department of Social Services, finds it encour- 
aging. 

After all, he says, a few years ago, the figure 
was four out of five. 

The numbers pointedly illustrate what the 


experts already know: The acculturation of the 
.105,000 Hmong in the United States is disturb- 
ingly slow, and in some areas there are few 
signs that it is getting any better. 

Acculturation has been impeded by severe 
language barriers, radical cultural differences 
and racial discrimination. It also has been 
stunted by the avowals of Hmbng leader Gen. 
Vang Pao that they will return to Laos some- 
day soon. 

The elderly Hmong, in particular, cling to 
that dream of going home, some to the point 



that they neglect their future. 


Dang Pao Vang, a comm unify leader in Fres- 
no , said half of the older Hmong would like 
nothing better than to leave the traffic signals , 
supermarkets and government red tape of 
America for the small farms they hod in Laos . 

u lt's easy to make a living there ” Yang said. 
“Here, you know nothing about the American 
culture . Nothing about the American skill How 

See Barriers, Page A7 


M ‘I was sad to leave Laos. I wasn’t 
ready to move. But we lost the war, so 
we had to leave,’ says 67 -year-old Zar 
Lue Her, a former soldier and farmer. 


Barriers 

Continued from Page A1 

can you make a living? That's the 
trouble.” 

In the eight years he has lived in 
Fresno, Yang said he knows of 10 
people who committed suicide from 
pressures they felt after moving 
here. 

u If we put too much pressure on 
them,” Yang said , " they say: ‘Now 
we have no land. Now we have no 
home . We are better off dead " 

The San Joaquin Valley has be- 
come home to more Hmong than 
1 anywhere in the world outside of 
Southeast Asia. Most originally 
landed elsewhere in the United 
States but picked up and moved 
again, choosing the valley for rea- 
sons’ open to debate. 

In 1981, there were fewer than 
500 Hmong in Fresno County. The 
big influx began in 1982. Today, 
there are an estimated 25,000 in 
Frespo and 7,500 in Merced. 

The conventional thinking for 
years was that they moved here to 
get away from congested cities, 
such as St. Paul, Minn., and Chica- 
go and Philadelphia, and because 
they wanted to farm. 

More likely, Hmong leaders and 
others now say, is that they moved 
here because of California’s rela- 
tively generous welfare benefits, the 
valley’s relatively low cost of living 
— 1 and underground encouragement 
from Gen. Vang Pao. 

The theory is that Vang Pao 
thought he could maintain more 
control politically and economically 
if they were clustered, that they 
would maintain their “foreignness” 
and their desire to return to, Laos. 

Dao Yang, a University of Minne- 
sota professor who is considered an 
intellectual leader of the Hmong 
worldwide, has followed Hmong mi- 
gration patterns closely. 


“The Hmong in Fresno live as a 
very big concentration,” he said, 
*and when a group lives like this 
they have very little opportunity to 
learn from the existing local popu- 
lation. They are too isolated.” 

Zar Lue Her had been a farmer 
before 1947, when the French gave 
him a rifle to replace his hoe. For 
the next 28 years , war was the only 
life he knew . 

He was a captain when his coun- 
try , Laos , fell to the communists in 
1975 . Then he became a refugee. 
Now , at 67, he tries to maintain 
some sense of identity in American 
society. 

Her said he is glad to live in this 
country. He has food to eat and a 
roof over his head. But there isn't a 
day that goes by that he doesn't 
dream of the chickens and pigs his 
family raised or the rice and vegeta- 
bles they grew in Laos. 

“/ was sad to leave Laos,* he said. 
“/ wasn't ready to move. But we lost 
the war, so we had to leave.* 

The problems the Hmong face in 
the valley and across the country 
have not faded. As recently as last 
year, a federal study that surveyed 
Hmong leaders found that conflicts 
between the young and the old, 
mental-health problems, cultural 
adjustments, youth gangs and lack 
of training in vocations and living 
skills are still major concerns in 
their communities. 

The study, by Ihe Office of Refu- 
gee Resettlement, also showed that 
the areas with the largest concen- 
tration of Hmong have the highest 
unemployment rates, like Fresno. 

It’s a trend officials would like to 
see change. Toyo Biddle, the 
Hmong specialist for the Office of 
Refugee Resettlement, said refugees 
are encouraged to move to areas 
that offer more opportunity. 

Though she acknowledges there 
are problems, she’s pleased with 
places like Wisconsin where the 
Hmong, once welfare-dependent, 


are becoming self-sufficient. 

The state is the host of the second 
largest Hmong population in the 
country. An economic turnaround 
helped job development there, she 
said. 

“If you compare how they are do- 
ing now to how they were doing in 
1983, 1 think there has been prog- 
ress,” Biddle said. Many children of 
refugees are going on to college and 
10 percent of the Hmong own their 
own homes, she said. 

However, a community without 
jobs has little to offer. 

“If the job market is limited in 
those communities,” she said, “how 
are people ultimately going to get 
off welfare even with the best of 
training?" 

When the Hmong landed in the 
United States, they expected to be 
greeted with open arms. Instead, 
many were met with closed minds. 

.Stereotypes, rumors and racism 
persist. 

“Refugees don’t want to be on 
aid,” said Velasquez in Fresno. “You 
talk to them, and they really don’t 
want to. ... I think their leaders are 
seeing the evils of welfare depen- 
dency.” 

Tong Thao is 45 and unemployed . 
He and his wife have eight children . 
The oldest attends Fresno State Uni- 
versity. The youngest is starting kin- 
dergarten. 

His family of 11 is supported by 
the government , a sore point with 
7 hao. He says he desperately wants 
to work but can't find a job that will 
pay enough to support his large 
family . So he begrudgingly lets uie 
government play the role of bread 
winner . 

“We don't want to stay home and 
support the family with (with wel- 
fare /,” Thao said. “But we have big 
family and can't support them. 

“We are very ashamed of that* 

Finding a job can be complicated 
for anyone. When language and ra- 
cial barriers play a part, it becomes 


more difficult. In places like jFresno 
County, where the unemployment 
rate is 10.7 percent — well above 
the national average — it becomes 
nearly impossible. 

The government, with assistance 
from local agencies, has tried to set 
up programs to help free the stran- 
glehold welfare has had on the refu- 
gee communities. 

Fresno County has been a testing 
ground for two such programs. 
One, Greater Avenues for Indepen- 
dence (GAIN) provides language 
skills and job training to help wean 
refugees from the welfare system. 

The other program waived the 
“100-hour rule,” which cut public 
assistance payments to people who 
worked more than 100 hours a 
month. 

The rule was creating a disincen- 
tive to work, Velasquez- said, be- 
cause many times, workers received 
more money from public assistance 
than they could earn from their 
jobs. 

Both programs get credit from 
Velasquez and Tony Vang, execu- 
tive director of Lao Family Commu- 
nity Inc. of Fresno, for at least part 
of the drop in welfare dependency 
figures among Southeast Asians in 
Fresno County. 

Still, of the 26,000 Southeast 
Asians receiving public assistance, 
15,482 are Hmong. The other 
groups represented are Vietnamese, 
Lowland Lao and Cambodian. 


/' 


The government, with assistance 
from local agencies, has tried to set 
up programs to help free the stran- 
glehold welfare has had on the refu- 
gee communities. 

Fresno County has been a testing 
ground for two such programs. 
One, Greater Avenues for Indepen- 
dence (GAIN) provides language 
skills and job training to help wean 
refugees from the welfare system. 

The other program waived the 
“100-hour rule,” which cut public 
• assistance payments to people who 
worked more than 100 hours a 
month. 

The rule was creating a disincen- 
tive to work, Velasquez- said, be- 
cause many times, workers received 
more money from public assistance 
than they could earn from their 
jobs. 

Both programs get credit from 
Velasquez and Tony Vang, execu- 1 
tive director of Lao Family Commu- 
nity Inc. of Fresno, for at least part 
of the drop in welfare dependency 
figures among Southeast Asians in 
Fresno County. 

Still, of the 26,000 Southeast 
Asians receiving public assistance, 
15,482 are Hmong. The other 
groups represented are Vietnamese, 
Lowland Lao and Cambodian. 

Hmong' leaders, concerned that 
their people are becoming trapped 
in the welfare system, met at a na- 
tionwide brainstorming session last 
year in Atlanta. 


They set up a networking system, 
so leaders could compare notes on 
areas with high welfare dependency 
and those with high employment, 
said Vang, who was one or the cata- 
lysts for the conference. 

Vang said they received $80,000 
in seed money from the federal gov- 
ernment for another session next 
year. There are many ideas but no 
solid solutions yet. They hope to 
develop a solid plan at the confer- 
ence, Vang said, “and see where we 
can go from there.” 

Dang Pao Yang, the community 
leader from Fresno, said one of the 
problems is that the government ex- 
pects too much from the Hmong too 
soon. 

Only 10 percent of the Hmong 
received any education in I^aos. Un- 
til 40 years ago, they didn't have a 
written language. 

When they arrive in the United 
States, they are thrown into classes 
designed by Western educators, not 
Hmong immigrants. 


Sla Mone Xiong said the most 
difficult part about coming to Amer- 
ica was learning English . Her first 
ride on a bus here turned into un- 
planned sightseeing tour of Long 
Beach because she didn't know how 
to stop the bus, 

“/ heard the ‘ tinging ' [to stop the 
bus j, but I couldn't see how it was 
made," she said recently from her 
Tulare duplex . U I couldn't speak 
English , so I couldn't ask anyone 

She took the advice of a friend 
and began watching “The Big Val- 
ley ” and “ Bonanza H on television. 
She picked up the rest of her Eng- 
lish by listening to neopie and going 
to school. It took her five years to 
become fluent enough to carry on a 
conversation with people . 
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JMON/amk 


Agent (SA) 


The following investigation was conduct ed by Special 


California area 


of the Los Angeles Division pertaining to subject VANG PO and his 
"NEO HOM" organization. 


CALIFORNIA: Qa 


.Eebruary 
J caused 


26, 

the 


1990 


records 
to be reviewed?. The 


of 


AT SANTA ANA, 

Investigative Assistant 
California DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
following was found to be contained therein: 


Name 

Alias 

Sex 

Date of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Address 


California 
Drivers License 
License Status 
Violations 
FTA 

Accidents 
Vehicle 

California License Plates 

On same date. Investigative Assistant! 

reviewed the ORANGE COUNTY SHER IFFS OFFICE and SANTA AN A POLICE 
DEPARTMENT for any reference to] This 

review was negative. ' 1 



AT FULLERTON. CALIFORNIA: On March 7, 1990, a review 


by Investigative Ass istant 
DEPARTMENT regarding [~ 


_Jof the FULLERTON POLICE 
Jwas negative. 


Detect ive[ 


AT WESTMINSTER. CALIFORNI 




On March 1, 1990, 
WESTMINSTER POLICE 


DEPARTMENT advised that VANG PO, and his associates are known to 
his unit. To date there has been no positive information brought 
to WESTMINSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT which could result in a 
conviction to VANG PO. 
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CLASSIFICATION: 
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HEREIN IS TOICLASSIFIED 




DATE 04-11-2012 

BY 60324 uc baw/safa/lsg 


Date 1/25/90 


TO : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (9A-MP-29834) 

FROM : SAC, LOS ANGELES (9A-MP-29834) (C-l/SARA) (P) 

SUBJECT: VANG PAO; 

UNSUBS; 

EXTORTION; 

00: Minneapolis 

Re Minneapolis airtel to FBIHQ, dated 2/7/90. 

Enclosed for Minneapolis are two copies of an 
investigative insert reflecting investigation in the Orange 
County, California area of the Los Angeles Division. Also 
included for the information of Minneapolis are two copies of one 
set of newspaper articles dealing with the captioned sub j ect . 


Fnr ^ the 


inform ation of Minneapolis , one 


aquation of Minneapoli 
pale. Date of Birth [ 


Jwhose current 


1 California, has 

been interviewed, by FCI Special Agents of the SANTA ANA RESIDENT 


FASldehce is [ 
vie* 

AGENCY pertaining to the captioned subject and his various scams. 




2j- Minneapolis (Enc. 4; 

- Los Angeles 
JMON/amk 
(4) 


b6 

b7C 


j ; t 


Approved: 


l^l ia h ^ 
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(Number) (Time) 
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9A-MP-29834 


would indicate that 
[ I could 


To date n o positive information ha s been developed that 


is at risk, 
provide no direct evidence or names of 


individuals that would be a threat to his life. 


b6 

b7C 


On 2/14/90, contact with the Asian Task Force, 
WESTMINSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT, Westminster, California resulted 
in no new information pertaining to the subject or the "NEO HOM n . 

LEAD 


LOS ANGELES DIVISION 

AT SANTA ANA. CALIFORNIA: Will maintain contact with 

SANTA ANA POLICE DEPARTMENT, GARDEN GROVE POLICE DEPARTMENT and 
WESTMINSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT for any significant or confirmed 
prosecutable acts committed by the subject in his capacity as the 
leader of the "NEO HOM". 


2* - 




* • 

DECLASSIFIED BY 60324 uc Dau/sab/lsg 
Oil 06-05-2012 


AIRTEL 



3 - 23-90 


Director, FBI 
SAC, Minneapolis 


GENERAL VANG PAO; UNSUBS; 
POSSIBLE NEUTRALITY MATTER-LAOS 


entirety. 


This communication is classified in its 


at FBIHQ from 


Encl osed for Minneapolis is a copy of a letter received 


Minnesota . 


explains that he is 


In the enclosed letter ,| , — 

a Hmong and was politically active m Laos in the earl3Z__LH2£)s 

before the communist took control of the country. 

continues that General Vang Pao, the highest ranking Hmong 
military officer, also cur rently res ides in the United States, 
do many of his followers. | 1 1 ... - - 

working toward a military solution 
Laos. 


5ED, 

n notes that Pao's group is 
to the present situation in 


as 


b6 

b7C 


Minneapolis should interview l | in an effort 

to determine if General Pao's group is violating the neutrality 
statutes of the United States. Once Minneapolis has complete the 
interview of | | they should advise FBIHQ of the results by 

letterhead memorandum. 


negative . 


A search of FBIHQ indices for 


was 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 
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PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 
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CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 3/23/90 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTN: CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, SSA 

FROM : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (9A-MP^29834) (C) 


SUBJECT: 


VANG PAO; 

UNSUBS ; 

EXTORTION 

OO: MINNEAPOLIS 


Re Minneapolis airtel to the Bureau dated 1/25/90, and 
Sacramento airtel to the Bureau dated 2/27/90. 

As the Bureau is aw are, this matter was opened after 
information was received from I I 


| was subsequently interviewed. Information from 
this interview, as well as other sources, has been disseminated 
to the appropriate offices in leads concerning possible threats 
by PAO and his organization, NEO-HOM, who are under 
investigation . 

The initial allegation was that at a conference held in 
either Thailand or Malaysia, PAO had given a speech during which 
he had stated that certain enemies of his liberation movement 
must be eliminated. He listed several people he felt fit into 
this category. Contacts with some of these people would indicate 


2 - Bureau 
1 - Los Angeles 
1 - Sacramento 
- Minneapolis 
ALN/mjw 
(5) ; 



3- 30 'BO' 


Approved: 


Transmitted 

e,po„r •ihed (Humber) 

Ser-liUrc 







9A-MP-29834 


that on several occasions over the years, PAO has made such 
threats which are seemingly meaningless except that they are used 
by him as a means of exciting his followers in an effort to 
obtain funds from them to continue his lavish lifestyle. 


The initial interview with 



indicates 

to I 

life. 


is aware 


that on previo us oc casions. PAO has threatened bodily harm to 
people but , t o I I knowledge . none of these peo ple have e ver been 


harmed. | was , of course, very concerned for 


(safety. 


Recently the Minneapolis Division received information 
that PAO was scheduled to make a personal visit to this area and 
give a speech to his followers on 2/11/90. After re ceipt of this 
information, contact was made withf |to see if I I had 


further information nnnr.p-rnincr this 
of PAO's r ight-hand men 
resides at 


X 




i_( | stated that 

"oFNEO-HOM, who 


one 

HOM, 

Minnesota, had invited 


to attend PAO's speech at the st. Paul Armory on 2/11/90 



PAO had apparently informed the ST. PAUL POLICE 
DEPARTMENT that he was to give a speech on the continuin g need 
for education in the Hmong community. His speech, which F I 

attended, concerned the Vietnamese atrocities to Hmong and 
Laotians and contained another request for funds to help the 
Resistance movement drive the Vietnamese out of Laos. 


- b6 
’b7C 
b7D 


After PAO's speech, a ceremony w as held that in cluded a 
pig roast. Attending these ceremonies wa s | | a former 

U.S. Government offici al who is presently l I 

| and a m ember of a conservative think tank, 
according to I I is apparently o ne of PAO's 

supporters. Of ficials o f NEO-HOM, inclu ding l I were 

very cord ial t o I l and advised I I that PAO had advised them 

to inform | | that he is not upset with ! I any more. 

NEO-HOM offered to supply | | with a translator, if 
necessary, during the speech. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


2 



9A-MP-29834 


Based on the above, Minneapolis does not consider this 
matter a viable extortion case and the investigation is being 
closed on the authority of the SAC. 

In referenced communication, Sacramento Division 
advised that the OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL in California was 
conducting extensive investigation into the activities of VANG 
PAO and his organization regarding several racketeering-type 
violations. Los Angeles and Sacramento Divisions may want to 
review this activity to determine if a RICO-type investigation 
into PAO's organization is merited at this time. 




9A-MP-29834 

ALN/bjm 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 06-07-2012 BY 60324 uc baiij/sab/lsg 


1 * 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


On April 3 . 1990, Special Agent (SA) | | 

contacted ! 1 at which time the source supplied the 

following information which source advised source had learned 

from members of the Hmong Community during the last 60 days. b6 

b7C 

Source stated that one of the Ma supporters of VANG b7D 

PAQ . I who source believes is 

, □ 

I Source advised 


- When some 

pitovincial officers visited St. Paul, Minnesota, aftd spoke to a 
grOTnp of Hmongs at a speech sponsored by the LAO FAMILY SERVIC ES 
or < MQHOM_. These provincial of ficer^raf'lced about \he care that 
was gr^en to Hmong refugees in Thailand and at the end of the 
speech, \nost of the Hmong approached these provincial officers 
and gave them money, usually $50 or $100. Source advised this is 
another con job probably orchestrated by PANG VAO to collect 
additional money. Many of the Hmongs present at this conference 
were advised that this money is a form of a bribe which then 
allows VANG PAO and his associates to train in the country of 
Thailand for the eventual Laotian revolution. 



u o 









ALL IWFORTIATIUW COFTAIWED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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1 

MP 9A-29834 (C) 
ALN : kcu 


On M ay 16th, 1990 1 (contacted Special Agent 

and advised that the Source had obtained the 

following information during the last ninety days from sources in 
the Hmong community. 


Source stated that the following information concerned 



A Hmong individual from Santa Ana advised the Source 
that VANG PAO, supra, used to go to Las Vegas to gamble once or 
twice a month. Source indicates that VANG PAO would usually 
bring two or three of his wives with him te^gamble. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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MP 9A-29834 (C) 
ALN : kcu 



Below is a copy of an advertisement which has recently 
been circulated in the Hmong community concerning an offshore 
bank which in all probability is fraudulent. 


U Q 


OFFSHORE 
RU$RATE 
f ACCOUNT 

j 

Please return to: 

THE MANAGER 

Indo International Bank Limited 
P.O. Box 300, Aiwo 
Nauru, Central Pacific 

>nt> i.O. hi .•M.iiKlCA 

i • C ^ C v ■ V * ^ / 

f-^66- U^-55-Sl 



INDO INTERNATIONAL ■ 
BANK LIMITED 
Nauru, Ceulml <P«* .c&~'L* 


Please write for further details 
of our wide range of 
banking and financial services: 


Certificates of Deposit 
Deposit Accounts 
Currency Accounts 
Equity Funds 
Gilt Funds 
Currency Funds 
Eurobonds 
Shares 


THE MANAGER 

Indo International Bank Limited 
P.O. Box 300, Aiwo 
Nauru, Central Pacific 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 06-05-2012 BY 60324 uc baw/sai/lsg 


Registered Nauru, Central Pacific 

Pit IN TED IN CANflU/i 


Ride the Crest 
with an 

OFFSHORE 

RU$RATE 

ACCOUNT 


CERTIFICATES 

OF 

DEPOSIT 

Earn up to 
14% interest 
per annum 



INDO INTERNATIONAL 
HANK LIMITED 
Aiwo, Nauru, Central Pacific 


Increase your Deposit Earnings 
through RU$RATE Accounts 

® No taxes at source 
• Fast efficient service 
<* Privacy 

Indo International Bank offers a 
variety of Accounts through its Private 
Banking Department. 


CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 


Current Rates - U.S. Dollars 

1 year 9.00% 

2 year 10.00% 

3 year 1 1 .00% 

4 year 12.00% 

5 year 14.00% 

Minimum Deposit - 5,000'U.S. Dollars 

® Rates for other ctiibrencies available 
'~on request 

» Principal paid at maturity 

o Interest paid annually - or internally 
compounded at Depositor’s request 


RU$RATE CALL ACCOOTT 

• Interest calculated on London Market 
Rate weekly - paid quarterly 

• No minimum deposit 

• Quarterly statements 

• Call privileges anytime 


RU$RATE 

SHARE INVESTMENTS 

We will assist you in trading on the ■ 
various World Stock Exchanges. 

Please send us your special 
requirements. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

'herein is unclassified 

DATE 06-05-2012 BY 60324 uc b aw/ sab/ Is g 


OFFSHORE RU$RATE ACCOUNT 
Application Form 


Please open the following accounts: 

I I Certificate of Deposit 
(Minimum U.S. $5,000) 

1 year 

2 year 

3 year • 

4 year 

5 year 

I I RU$RATE Call Account 
(no minimum) 


Enclosed cheque $ 

Name: 

4': Mr./Mrs. /Ms. 

JJSj 

Address: 


X, 






^XTeTNci.r t 


Date of Birth: 


Mothers maiden name: . 


If joint account please give full details of 
other parties and signature. 

I /We agree to abide by the terms and 
conditions of the Offshore RU$RATE 
Account. 


Signature: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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Date 2/4/91 


1 
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4 
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TO : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (9A-MP-29834) (C) 

FROM : SAC, LOS ANGELES (9A-MP-29834) (SARA) (RUC) 

SUBJECT : VANG PAO; 

UNSUBS ; 

EXTORTION 

OO: MINNEAPOLIS 


Re Minneapolis airtel to the Bureau dated 3/23/90. 

For information of Minneapolis, in view of 
referenced airtel and completion of Los Angeles leads, the 
captioned matter is RUC. 


Q - Minneapolis 
| - Los Angeles 
HMB/mga // ffl/h 
(4) 
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On January 15, 199l| |was contacted by Special 

Agent (SA) | I at which time the Source stated that the 
Source had learned the following information from contacts in the 
Hmong community during the last thirty days: 


Source stated that VANG PAO, a former General of the 
Hmong forces in Laos is visiting the Twin Cities area this week 
Source stated that a stated purpose of the visit 


Source stated that 


t&mtmsm 


PAO will 
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REPORT 
of the 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 06-05-2012 BY 60324 uc b 


LABORATORY -si. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

To: SAC, Milwaukee (9A-1912) (LCRA) 


June 10, 1988 


UNSUB ; 

RECEIPT OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 


FBI FILE NO. 9-70886 
LAB.NO. 80517052 D XD 


-VICITMS ; 


| WISCONSIN ; 

3/29/88; 

EXTORTION (A) 


00: Milwaukee 


Examination requested by: 


Reference: 


Examination requested: 


Specimens received 


Specimens : 


Addressee 

Communication dated May 4, 1988 

Document - Fingerprint 
May 17, 1988 


Envelope bearing the hand printed address 


Q2 Accompanying hand printed letter bearing the Laotian_ 

language 

Q3 Envelope postmarked "LA CROSSE, WI DEC 7 PM 1987 546 " 

bearing the typewritten address | 


Page 1 


Accompanying typewritten letter bearing the Laotian 
language 

Envelope postmarked "LACROSSE, WI MAR 28 —PM 1988 
54_" bearing the handwritten address "La Cross 
County HumHam Service Dpt 1707 Ma a Street La Crosse, 
WI 54601 Income M S | 

Accompanyin g handwritten letter beginning 

”] I hope — " 


jj© 


ii- 


fbi/doj 



Q7 


Envelope postmarked "LA CROSSE, WI M AR 28 -PM 1988 
54 " bearing the handwritten address I 


Q8 Accompanying handwritten letter beginning 

Do you Remmeber ..." I 

ALSO SUBMITTED: 

Two page translation for Q2 

Three page translation for Q4 
Result of examination: 

Specimens Q5 through Q8 were prepared by the same 
writer. Due to a lack of comparable handwriting and the 
presence of unexplained variation, it could not be determined 
if Ql and Q2 were prepared by the same writer as Q5 through Q8 . 

Specimens Ql through Q8 contained no indented 
writing, watermarks or other special features which would 
assist in determining the immediate source. 

The submitted items were searched through the 
appropriate sections of the Anonymous Letter File without 
effecting an identification. Photographs were added for 
future reference. 

Specimens Ql through Q8 and the items designated 
ALSO SUBMITTED will be returned with the results of the 
requested latent fingerprint examination. Photographs are 
retained. 
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80517052 D XD 




% % 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D. C. 20537 

REPORT 

of the 

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. 
LATENT CASE NO. 


9A-1912 (LCRA) (?) 

9-70886 

C-74722 


7/25/88 


TO: 


SAC, Milwaukee 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 06-05-2012 BY 60324 



RE: UNSUB; 

RECEIPT OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
THREATENING DEATH TO 

~ I - VICTIMS; 

WISCONSIN 

3/29/88; 

EXTORTION (A) 


b6 

b7C 


REFERENCE: Airtel 5/4/88 

SHS** requested BY: Milwaukee 

u ' " ' Four envelopes and four accompanying letters, Q1 through Q8 


The listed Q specimens are further described in a separate 
Laboratory report. 


The specimens were examined and twenty-five latent fingerprints 
and two latent palm prints of value were developed on Q1 through Q4, 06, 07 
and Q8. 

One latent fingerprint developed on Q4, part of item #2, a hand 
printed letter in the Laotian language, has been identified with a latent 
fingeprint developed on Q7, part of item #4, an envelope postmarked 
"LA CROSSE, WI MAR 28 -PM 1988 54." 


One latent finger print. developed on Q? . nart of item #1. an b6 
envelope bearing the address ! I b7 

,_lhas been identified with a fingerprint developed 

on Q4, part of item #2, a hand printed letter in the Laotian language. 


Enc. (10) 



(Continued on next page) 


THIS REPORT IS FURNISHED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 





SAC, Milwaukee 


7/25/88 


The remaining latent prints developed on each item were 
compared, insofar as comparable areas permit, with the latent prints 
developed on the remaining items, but no identification was effected. 

The specimens and two translations, which were also submitted, 
are enclosed. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Date of transcription. 


12/13/83 




was contacted at his residence, T I 

1 


After being advised 


as to the identity of the interviewing Agent, 
provided the following. 


written a 1 ette.r tof 


rep orted that on May 9, 1983, he had 


] 


poncerning ap_J_odi2Z,idual named 

stated that 


General Vang Pao. In this letter, 

Pao was extorting money from the Hmong people for the 
purpose of raising funds to retake political power in Laos, 
I 1 further reported that Vang Pao had formed an 

organization known as Lao Family Community, Incorporated, 
1140 South Bristal, Santa Ana, California. 


b6 

b7C 


I I fu rther advised that he belongs to a 

Hmong organization I I 

I stated that between l I Hmong families belong 

to this organization. 


reported that on April 30, 1981, he attended 
a LFCl meeting as a representative of his local Hm ong cl an. 
At this meeting, representatives of the LFCI showed I I a 

written re cord of monies collected from various Hmong 
families. | | advised this interviewer that these families 

were "forced" to pay this money to the LFCI. As proof of 
this allegation,! |was only able to furnish interviewing 

Agent with a copy or an article from the "Star Forum" dated 
Sunday, April 10, 1983, in which this all eged extortion by 


that the 


the LFCI was noted. It was explained to 

above named article contained references to an ongoing FBI 
investigation concerning the alleged extortion. 


b6 
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| I coul d furnish no other proof to support 

his charges . I I stated that he would try to furnish 

the interviewing Agent with names and/or addresses of 
people who have been personally contacted by the LFCI for 
the purpose of donating money. 


1 


Investigation on 12/1/83 


at Porterville, California FM<> # ~S€— 9-B-943 - / b7C 


by_ 


SA 


/blm 


_Date dictated _ 


12/7/83 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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